CONTAINING 
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A Detection of the Miſchiefs ariſing from the 
vaſt Numbers of PRT TIrOGO ERS, BAL Is and 
their Followers, by whoſe Oppreſſion Multi- 


tudes of our able Artiſts, uſeful Manufacturers, 
Sc. croud the various Goals of this Kingdom. 
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N ile "oy Place, it ao FR acknowledged, 
that many worthy Members of the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons have taken almoſt infinite 
Pains, to diſcover the Means neceſlary to. ſtop the 
Evils ſo much cotnplained of. But as they have 
never been informed of the real and priticipal Cauſes 
from whence thoſe Evils "ariſe : And as no Encou- 
nagement has ever been offered to proper Perſons, 
a8 A Reward for Enquiring into, and re reporting the 
Sources of them, and pointing out the proper Me- 
thods for a Cure: And as thoſe who have Capacity 
to probe the Botrom of thoſe wicked and vile Pac 
tices, conceive it to be too dirty a Cauſe to meddle 
vith, at a doubtful Hazard of an expectast Re- 
ward, equal to the Danger of being a: tacked by 
thoſe Villains, or che Seaftdal and Rep moch it might 
bring upon chem 3 thoſe Enormities 200 the.Perpe- 
[Tators of AP have = my Years eſcaped with 
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Inſolence, as to become a Terfor to all his Ma- 
| jeſty's good Subjects. 25 | 


It is very true, That the Parliament have exa- MI 
- mined a conſiderable Number of ſuch Perſons, as i 
it was reafonably conceived could and would have IM” 
given them à proper Account and Deſcription . 


thoſe many wicked and dangerous Schemes and 
Practices; but as theſe People were chiefly Pariſh . 
Officers, and are moſtly Ale-Houſe-keepers, Dif- 4 
tilllere, or Pawnbrokers, Sc. who either through 


their Negligence, or Colluſion, are the real Springs WM 
of thoſe Evils, and whoſe chief Aim has always J. 
been, rather to amuſe the Houſe of Commons by u 
concealing the Grievances, than to diſcover them MW: 


ment have not been able to provide a Remedy. © MW-* 


Under theſe Conſiderations, I have ventured my K 
Endeavours in the Diſcovery of the ſeveral Methods MW” 
uſed and praftifed by all Claſſes of Villaias through- ny 
out this Kingdom; for. the obtaining of which 5 
Ends, I found myſelf under a Neceffiry of becoming . 


converſant with Jailors, and many other Softs of 1. 
People, who deal with, and harbour theſe“ Sort of , 
Robbers and Plunderers: I was alſo obliged to con- 
tract an Intimacy with thoſe who take their Con- 
feſſions, and write their dying Speeches, Fc. And 
as I have travelled through many Foreign Countries, 
I muſt beg Leave to offer my Animadverſions as to 
ſo much of their Laws as may concern their Methods 
. uſed in the Detecting and bringing of Criminals to 
Juſtice, and for regulating the Poor ; but in the | 
firſt Place ſhall proceed to deſcribe the Arts and 
28 practiſed by Higbwaymen, Thieves, Robbers, 
C. | „ | 
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Highwaymen, who are looked upon by moſt Peo- u. 
ple 1 be the firſt Claſs of Thieves, ſeldom begin their 2 "= 
Trade young, as moſt other Robbers do, but take 
o it by ſudden Flights, Misfortunes, or Diſappoint- 
ments. Some J am told there are, who have be- 
ken themſelves to this Trade by impregnating 
their Minds either by ſecing Acted or reading the 
zeggars Opera, and others by falling into the Com- 
pany of Gameſters and Lewd Women, Fe. There 
s ſeldom above two or three together in a Gang. 
they are very often ſingle, and carry their Acquiſiti- 
ons on the Road, either immediately to the Gaming 
Table, or Lewd Women; neither do they frequent 
the ſame Houſes where other Thieves go, and ſel- 
dom make any other Acquaintance than with the 
Stable-Keepers who let them their Horſes, and the 
Pawnbrokers who take in the Plunder they get on 
the Road, as Watches, &c. and as few of them 
have either Money or Friends, they ſeldom make 
ny other, than a very poor and weak Defence when 
proſecuted. They ſeldom abuſe, wound, or mur- 
der the People they rob; but as moſt of this Claſs 
re drove to deſpair, before they commence the, 
Trade, they have little or no Dread of the Gallows 
or being hanged. V 7 
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The next Claſs I ſhall take Notice of, are the Set. 
Street-Robbers, who are the-moſt deſperate, blood- Robbers. 2 
thirſty, low-lived Villains imaginable, and are gene- 7 
ally the Offip:ing of poor careleſs drunken Pa- 
rents, who neither put them to work, or give them 
Education; and great Numbers of them there are, J 
who are the Children of Strollers, ſturdy Beggars, 
Soldiers, Sailors, Theives, and other wicked and 
diſorderly Perſons, who ſuffer them to ramble about 
the Streets to learn all Manner of Vice and Wick- 
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edneſs. 


wn by degrees they learn the Art of Pilfering and Steal 


8 Grounds, Sc. who, with a low Set of Pawnbrokers 
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They generally begin with playing at Chuck, ti 


ing; they frequently lay | in empty Houſes, Brick 
Kilns, Glaſs-Houſes, Sc. and gradually riſe te 
picking. Pockets of Handkerchiefs, and fo on ti! 
they grow up, and become more expert in the Af 
of Diving (as they Term it) which is the picking of 
Pockets of Watches, Snuff. Boxes, and Money, e 
and from hence proceed to the moſt daring Auda 
city of ſtoping, knocking down, and Robbing Peo 
ple by force and Violence, not only in the private 
Lanes, and Alleys, but even in all the public Streets 
and by theſe Means raiſe Money to enable them te 
cohabit with infamous Lewd Women, and the mo 
deſpicable Street- walkers, whom they frequently mee 
at Ale- Houſes, and often at Gin-Shops, and Skittle 


take in all the Moveables they get by Plunder anc 
Robbery, in Pledge, either for Liquor, or Mone 
to purchaſe Arms to rob with, and who very often 
 afliſt thoſe Vermin with Fire Arms and other offi 

five Weapons to facilitate the Execution of thei 
Villany ; which when done, they purchaſe the Booty 
knowing it to be ſtolen, for ſuch a Conſideration 
as theſe Encouragers of Thieves think proper tc 
give them; and when any of them are apprehend 
cl or profecuted, theſe Dealers appear in their be 

half, and often ſay and [wear every Thing, neceſſar 
to defeat Juſtice. 

Their Places of abode are generally in the bye 
dirty Lanes or Alleys, amongſt the lower Claſs o 
People, by whom they and their Profeſſion are 2 
well known, as the moſt reputable Part of the 
Neighbourhood ; but as they 85 nd their baſe Ac 
| quiſitions amongſt theſe low Creatures, ſo they pa 
them great Reſpect, and never diſcover them. 
| The moſt deſperate of this Tribe habe their ar 
8 pointed Places 8 Nees | in the . 
Wiel 
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dich is generally at the Gin-Shops, where 5 
peet in large Gangs, and after having drank plen- 
jully of Spiritous Liquors, ſa.as to have primed IN 
jeir Evil Genius's for the moſt deſperate Scenes | 
{Villany, they divide into Troops and Squadrons 
range the whole City and Avenues thereof, where 

key knock down, cut, wound, ſometimes murder, and 

rays rob what People they meet alone in the 
reets, and are ſometimes ſo audacious as to attack 

0, three, or more together in the moſt. open 5 
Ireets, break open Houſes, and rob and murder 

any Families: F or, as according to their Elevati- 

, they are quite ignorant, both of Law and Re- 

yon, they are under no more concern in the Com- 

Mon of Murder, Robbery, and other ſuchlike Of. 

ces, than they are, or might be, in the Killing 15 
a Dog ; nor has even the Apprehenſion of the , 
lows any aſcendency over the Underſtanding. of 

e obdurate Wretches, | 

Some of the moſt ſober arid thinking Part of this 

6 of Thieves, who are leſs inclined to deſperate 
dertakings, content themſelves in, and keep to 

Pick: pocket Trade during their Lives, and from 

r expertneſs and aſſiduity in that Profeſſion, be- 

ſe able to dreſs like People of Fortune. In the 

mer Seaſon, they frequent the Plays, and all 

kr public Aſſemblies in and about the Town; and 

de Summer they travel to all, or moſt of the pub- 
Meetings, ſuch as Horſe Races, Balls, Aſſem- 


by, and Fats 1 in the Kingdom, They marry, and 
ſs oer their Wives in the fame Trade, or that of, 
re lfting, in which they become ſo dexterous as. 
th Shopkerpers of p Quariticies of Goods, 
Ae their Huſbands are picking of Pockets. 


heſe Sort of Gentry, falle Bes Horſes for N 
and Package; they travel the Country with 
0 in the Nature of Factors, And other ea 


By” Traders, 


A 
Traders, and many of them have Families in Lon- 


don, where they are conſidered by many People, as 
opulent reputable Perſons, though by a vaſt Num- 
ber of others, their Profèſſion is as well Known, as 
that of the moſt eminent Merchant. During the 
Winter they attend at the Bank, the Egft- India 
_ Houſe, the South-Sea Houſe, the Cuſtem-Houſe, and 
 Bear-Key, where they pick Pockets of Bank Bills, 
Eaft- India Bonds, Lottery Tickets, and other ſuch 
like Securities for Money, which they either carry 
or ſend into the Country, where they artfully pro- 
cure theſe fiolen Bills to be diſpoſed of to the Re- 
ceivers of the Land Tax, and Cuſtoms, or Exciſe, 
from whence, being remitted with a great Number 
of others to the Bank, and proper, Receiver of the 
King's Finances, cannot be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
fairly obtained in the Courſe of Payment. 


4 * 


If at any time a Doubt ſhould ariſe with ſuch 
Recervers, as to the Legality of obtaining the Bills 
ſo paid or tendered, the Party paying the ſame, 
immediately ſends for ſome reputable Inpkeeper, o: 
other Perſon of the Town, who on Enquiry make 
no ſcruple to vouch for the Honour and Honeſt 
of the Thief, though they well know him to be ſo 
but don't care who he robs, provided their Proper 
ties remain uninvaded by him, and the. rather a 


they are gainers, by him and his evil doings, it 
their ſeveral ways of Dealings. 

" Theſe Sort of Villains and their Trade, are nc 
only known to all, or moſt of the Innkeepers of tl 
Kingdom, but alſo to moſt Droyers,-: Horſe Cour 
ſers, Pedlars, and others who travel the Count 
from one Fair to another, Sc. many of who! 


knowingly buy, and deal with them for ſtolen Good 


and n chuſe to travel wich them in Con 
pany : Nay, it has been often known, that Drove 
and others, who Were acquainted with theſe Sort 
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Thieves, have, when d. 


as-well as ſome other 
Kingdom, who mix with the Londoners, and be- 


formed à large 


TE 7 N . ; 
had confiderable ny 
waited ſeveral Days in 


to carry with ea, 


pockets are fo 
well known to all other Claſſes of Thieves, and in 


ſuch Friendſhip with them; that they and their 
3 may travel unmoleſted. 


Dublin is very productive of this Tribe of Thieves, 
great Towns in this, and that 
come equally as expert in their Trade; thus is 
Body of theſe Sort of Dealers, who + 
diſperſe themſelves throughout the whole Kingdom 5 
during the Summer Months. They correſpond 


with each other, and if any of hows be detected 


aud committed to Jail, the others join their Forces, 


and immediately fly to the Aſſizes, or other Place 
where ſuch their Aſſociate is to be try'd, where nei- 
ther Money or Application is ſpared, to ſtifle Juſtice, 
and bring off the Criminal with Impunity, tho? 


done at the Expenee of ever ſo much Perjury ; but 
if the Criminal ky 


ens to be capitally convicted, 
then Recourſe is had to People of more viſible Cre- 
dit, or the Clerk of the Aſſize, to ſollicite the Judge 
to change the Sentence of Death, to that of Tranf- . 
portation, which being done, (and a proper Conſi- 
deration in Money paid to; the Clerk of Aſſize) is 
frequently attended with a Circuit Pardon; but if 


thre? Want of Money or Intereſt, the Criminal be 


doomed to Tran 


will purchaſe his Liberty in the Country he is tranfſ- 


e to, together with his Pafſage thither and back 


Home, where in about Twelve Months afterwards, 
the Thief. appears in his old Trade, but for a few 
Years takes Care to avoid the Country where his 
nn * and it's _ too well known, 

* 5 that 


Town for the Sake of the Safety of their Company, 
from 2 Concluſion, that theſe Pick- 


ſportation, in this Caſe the Frater- — — 
nity make him a Collection of fo much Money as 


that ſeveral of this Sort: of Thieves have been afl. 
tally convicted, ten or fifteen Limes in different 
Parts of the Kingdom, and as often eſcaped their 
geſerved e ee by the before-mention'd Arti- 
fices, have lived to à great Age, died à natural 
Death, and left confiderabl Wealth |, ther Hou 
Repreſentatives. _ | 
The firſt Rate Claſs of Fick-pockets, ſeldom Seal 
with Buyers of ſtolen Goods, and when. any Pur- 
cChaſe they make, tis of Highwaymen, petty Street- 
Robbers, and Pick - pockets, and from whom they 
procure Watches, Plate, Jewels, and other Goods, 
for mere Trifles, and are provided with proper 
Workemen in the ſeveral Trades, to alter the origi- 
nal Marks and Numbers of Watches, Plate, and 
Jewels, fo as that it's impoſſible for the real Owner 
io diſtinguiſn his Property, and conſequently. &ll 
them publickly in Town and Country. 
If any of them are detected, or taken up on Sul 
picion of a Crime not capital, or chat the . — 
can't ſwear poſitively to the Fact, People of appa- 
rent Subſtance and Credit are immediately ſent for, 
to vouch for the Honeſty and Reputation of the 
Offender, which they readily do, and bail him or 


her in any Recognizance that may be required; and 


as they are ſeldom at a Loſs either for Bail or Wit 
neſſes to prove what may be wanted, they are but 
too often acquitted with Impunity, which no ſooner 
happens, than an Action at Law is brought againſt 
the injured Proſecutor, for Damage done to the 
Character of a Thief, whence it follows, that many 
People chuſe rather to ſpppare: an Injury, map at- 
tempt a Proſecution. 
As theſe Sort of Thieves and Pick. pakete 1051 i 
before obſeryed) are train*d.up in the Profeſſion from 
their Infancy, and are wholly. ignorant of any Duty 
fo 69d 0 or the 3 z neither the te | 
jon 


fe 
ſion 7 a Jail, Thum, Tranſportation, or Hell 
itſelf has any Influence over their Minds; on the 
contrary, their Study conſiſts in excelling each other | 
in the Dexterity, of their Profeſſion, which is con- 
nder d by this Claſs of Wretches, to be as laudable 
as it 18 in others to exceed in the moſt lawful and uſer 
ful Employment: Whence it has been found by 
common Experience, that Hanging of theſe Sort 
of People, is not of any other Uſe, than that of 
depriving, the Nation of many Subjects, who, under 
a proper Regulation, might be mage: uſcful to them- 
ſelves and the Community. 1 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that as the Trade | 
of 2 Pawnbroker is not under any Regulation, Great 
Numbers of Thieves, Robbers, and Pick-pockets, _ 
who, by their wicked and unlawful lader, have 
acquired large Sums of Money, ſet up the Trade 
of Pawnbroking and Buyers of ſtolen Goods; ſo, 
that for the Propagation of their Trade and Intereſt, 
it becomes natural to and for them, to ſupport and 
furniſh Thieves and Robbers with Arms, Apparel, 
and every Thing neceſſary to facilitate the Execution 
Y of their Villainy; and as they know the Methods of 
| altering, the Marks and: diſpoſing of ſtolen Goods 
| and have their Correſpondents all over the Kin gdom. 
. and at ſome foreign Markets, for ſuch Purpoſes, it is 
not to be wonder d at, if theſe Nurſeries of Felony 
b encourage and conceal ſuch Thieves and V illains, 
BY * n Fir Pre. VVV 
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ö The next Claſs of Wickednef i to be treated of; are Lewd Wi 
the common lewd Strumpets, whoſe Trade is to walk * . 
the Streets of the City of Landon, and all Places near 
it in the Night Time. As theſe are the Female Off- 
p- ſpring. of the ſame Sort of Parents, as thoſe I have 
7 been ſpeaking of, ſo they commence their Lives in 
7 Wn much the lame Manner, by pilfering, ſtealing, ag 
1 . | | "laying 62 


F4 . 


Where they are to be found all leurs of the Niglit, 


* 


: Ya af to. ) 5 | 
- laying' in ufer Houſes, Glaſs-Hovſes, Ge. and 
from thence to pickin Pockets. At the Age of 
twelve or fifteen Years, thy begin to walk the Streets, 


picking up drunken; unthibkig Men and Appren- 


tices, whom they decoy into "Bawdy-houſes;' and 


ſometimes into dark, blind Allies, where they ſtrip 


them naked, at other Times rob them of all they 
| have about them, and often give them the Pox, and 
ſomerimes commit Murder. As theſe Ladies are of 

the ſame Stamp of, ſo they generally contract an In- 
timacy with the Street-Robbers and other Deſpera- 


does, with whom they frequently cohabic as Man 


and Wiſe; and many of them have fine dreffed Fel- 
Jows, whoſe Buſineſs it is to follow them in the 
Streets, in order to watch the Courſe of their lewd 
and baſe Attempts ; fo rhat when theſe piek up 2 
Gentleman, or one who is ſo weak to join them, : 

*<omes the Bully, with an Enquiry, what the Stran- 
ger has to do with his Wife? whence a Pretence is 
created to quarrel, and very _ to beat, rob, and 
murder the unguarded Party. Many of theſe vik 
Jamons, deſperado Bullies 8 p large Houſes and' pay 
- conſiderable Rene, and all Pariſh Taxes, and there- 
Fore conſider themſelves as Perſons of Credit, tho 
— publickly rob the Community to ſupport it: So 
that when any of theſe Lady Birds are Curie before 


_ a Juſtice, the viſible Bully is preſently ſent for, to 
- vouch their Character, ſwear” any Thing, and bail 
them when requir'd; and if ſent to Jail, their Con- 
ſinement is ſeldom for more than a Month or two 

to hard Labour; but as the Magiſtrate does not ſee 


the Execution of the laſt Part, it's generally excus d 
for a little Money. 


Some of theſe I des appear in a very Suns and 


2 Manner, both in Dreſs and houſhold Furniture, 


Wale Welt Delaſton, entice many Men from their 
Fami : | | 


2 


by; 


J Families, and Apprentices from their ch hs © - 
| 3 


the entre Ruin of both, and very often put them 
upon ſuch Methods of ſupporting; their lewd Extra- 
vagancies, as bring them to the Gallows. Moſt of 
5 the Tavern-keepers af Landon tolerate theſe lewd Wo- 
| men to bring thoſe they pick up to their Houſes, and 
| tho? they know and ſee their iniquitous Practices, 
| the Profits of a Bottle or two of Wine will encourage 
and conceal the Vice; nay, tho' theſe Ladies are 
known to many Shop-keepers.and FTradeimen, fes 
or none give themſelves any Concern about them. A 
certain Set of Pawnbrokers, Gin-ſbaps, Ale- Howſes, and 
Tallymen are very uſeful Agents to, and deal largely with 
theſe Sort of Ladies, in the giving them great Cre- 
dit for fine Cloaths; in return for which, theſe Tal- 
| Iymen as well as the Pawnbrokers, take in and receive 
| the Watches and other Goods they rob People of, 
; either in Payment, or as a Pledge for the Cammo- 
| ' ditjes they diſpoſe of to them; and as the Taverns, 
| Alc-houſes, and Gin-ſhops, are Partakers of their 
8 wicked Acquiſitions, in their ſeveral Ways of Trade, 
ſo they conſequently not only aid jand facilitate their 
3 Practices, but uſe all Means to ſcreen them from 
| ja be nn one 2503 0 hom. 
It is true, that there are great Numbers of leut 
Women in all Countries as well as this, but they are 
never permitted to walk the Streets and piek upp 
People in the public Manner they do here. There 7 
are, indeed, fome particular States, who (to prevent: 
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| their Wives. and Daughters from bei -nly and. 
| . debauched by Searhen ae e in : has; 1 
Countries) tolerate them ſo, as to aFgn: them cer- 
tain Placts or Houſes, under ſuch Reſtrictions ayd 
Regulations as the Magiſtrates think proper, and 
for which they pay a conſiderable Tax, (which is 


applied towards the Support of Hoſpitals and Work- 
f houſcs; but if cheſe Women comamt even the leaſt 


jd 2 : 
EW Diſtur- 


* | 8 1 12 FL ; „ 
Diſturbanc 8/orialts any Thing morefrom thoſe who 
make Uſe ky them, than what is voluntarily given, 
they ate immediately, on Complaint made, com- 
mitted to the Work- houſe, there to remain a ill Re. : 
ni = made to Wau! many injured, 


Phe 1 Clif dere 18, choſe called 
Gamblers the Number of theſe are almoſt infinite, 
becauſe there are many Foreigners who intermi with 
them, and have many Devices in practiſing that 
which may fall under the Denomination of Gambling. 

The firſt-Rate Sort of them, are thoſe who dreſs ' 
exceeding gay, and pretty conſtantly attend the 
Billiard Tables, Tennis Court, Bath, Tunbridge, 
and all or moſt 'public Meetings at Newmarket, and 
other Horſe-Races, and Aſſemblies in the Kingdom, 
where they pick up and entice young Gentlemen to 
play, and as often cheat them of all they have about 
them; which done, they play upon Credit, till 1. 
the tricking Gameſter wins a large Sum of Money, 
for which he gets Bonds, Notes, or ſome other Pa- 

per Securities: And as there are a Sort of Gameſters 

called Money Takers and Lenders, who conſtantly-. 
reſort to theſe Sort of Places, and who know the 
Company there; and as there is an Underſtanding 
between the Sharpers and the Money Takers; tis to 
them the Gamblers apply to diſcount the Bonds and 
Notes ſo obtained at Play, which, for a proper Pre- 
mium or Share of the Booty, is complied with, and 
Suits commenc'd againſt the Drawers of ſuch Se- 
curities in the Names of ſome fiftitious Indorſers, in | 
| order to avoid the Penalty of the Lax. 
| Theſe Gentlemen Money-Lenders keep Regiſters | 
of all the great Families in the Kingdom, and no 
ſooner any rich or conſiderable Man dies, than they 
attend the Levy of his next Heir, offer their Ser- 
vice, and to advance any Money wanted to diſcharge 
e 1 1 25 
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any Incumbrance chat may lay on his Fortune, and 
to enable him with an Equipage to make a proper 
Figure at all public Places; and having thus eſtab- 
iſhed an Intimacy with the young Heir, the next 
Thing they do, is, to introduce the Gamblers, who 
cheat him of his Eſtate and Fortune, and divide ic 
amongſt them; and tho” theſe Money Lenders and 
| Gamblers, who are a Kind of a connective Body, are 
well known to thoſe who frequent theſe. public 
Places, yet they are not moleſted, but rather en- 
couraged, while the Weak and Unguarded are only 
laugh'd at, for being duped. and cheated of —4 
Fortunes by known Villains, W Cheats, 
and Sharpers. 
There are another Set of Damien who. have | | 
private Gaming-Houſes in ſeveral Parts of this 
Town, where there are Machines called Rowlipolly, 
Black and White, Gold and Silver E O, and Games 
under other Denominations; to keep up and pro- 
cure Toleration for which, theſe Peſts of Society, 
not only keep Spies at a large Expence, to give 
them Notice when there is any Danger of an Inva- 
ſion from the Juſtices of the Peace to detect their 
vile Practices, but bribe the Conſtables and other 
Peace- Officers, as well as ſome of the J uſtices Clerks, 
to conive and wink at their Iniquit yr. 
In che Summer Seaſon, theſe Sort of Trading Gam- THE: 
blers, or rather Cheats, convey their Machines to Bab, 
Tunbridge, Epſom, Newmarket, and other Places, 
Where they ſet up Gaming - Rooms without any 
Obſiruction; and notwithſtanding ſeveral of, the 
"Proprietors of theſe Tables are well known, to be 
infamous and dangerous Perſons, and that ſome of 
Tp have been properly diſtinguiſhed in the Pilo- 
, yet from the Effects, or Power of that Money 
575 have. robbed the World of, they are ſuffered o 
Fe and ruin the reſt of Mankind Anmel 


There 


\ 
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There is another, bot lower. Denoeinatibn 8 

e who are known about the Skirts of the 
Town by their #heelbarrows, and go under Pre- 
tence of vending Oranges; theſe too, are in Bodies 


together, ard have Dice for play. The Device 


bs as follows : The Wheelbarrow Man being in the 
- Street ſeemingly crying and ſelling his Oranges: ane 
of his Accomplices comes up as a Stranger, and 
throws a Halfpenny or a Penny agalnſt two or three 

Oranges; they play on till the Wheelbarrow Man 
loſes his whole Stock of Fruit, by the ſeeming Ad- 

vantage he gives the other; this creates an Aſſem- 


bly of Spectators, which the Orange Man ſeeing, 


pulls out a Bag of Money, and offers to play it At 
| the ſame Diſadvantage, whereupon the Accomplice 
books round him for the moſt likely of the Crowd 
too go his Halves againſt the Barrow Man, by which 
5 ee ſome poor innocent Stranger is drawn 


y till ſtript of every Farthing, and all the 


Ef he has about him. There is an incredible 
Number of this Sort of Raſcals about the Town, 
many of whom have viſible Houſes, and are in 
good Circumſtances and Character; and tho? their 

Method of living be well known, 12 77 ſeldom. or 

ever are brought to Juſtice,” 
here is another of the Tribe of Gamblers, who tra- 


-vel from one Fair to another all over the Kingdom, to 
play at what is called, Thimbles and Buttons, and theſe 


_  +tooare in Gangs, and have their ſeveral Accomplices. 
Their Method of defrauding is, to plant themſelves 
in the moſt public Road, at four or five hundred 


\ Yards diftant from the Place where the Fair is kept, 


and there fit while the Accomplice ſeems travelling | 
the Road, at a great Diſtance, in order to way-lay, 


and cultivate a kind of an Acquaintance with fuch 


poor unguarded Countrymen as ſeem likely to be 
© Unpoſed upon 5 * having done, and — 


* 
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he cries - aloud, The Right 50 din 
your looſe for & Crown, dc. which Speech! he repeam, 


one Side of che Board to the other with x A - 


liry, fomerimes'fhewing the Button under one Thiim. 


ble, and ſometimes under the other, fo that ir may 
be always viſible to the * till a Bet be made, 
propoſing at the fame Time to lay any Money the 
Spectaror does not take up the Thimble-the Button 
is under: upon which the Accomplice whiſpers the 
Countryman, that if he'll. go Halves in the Bet of 
a Crown, he is ſure of taking up the Thimble the 
Button is under; the Countryman looks on, and 
thinking heſhall infallibly win, agrees to go Halves z 
fo that the Bet being made, and the Money down, 


the Accomplice cakes up the wrong Thimble, and 


the poor Countryman, imagining it to be done by 
miſtake, being deſirous to win back his Money, 
and being poſitive he can keep his Eye upon the 
- Thimble the Button is under, lays bel Ber of a 
Crown with the Thimble- player, who, in Appeur- 
ance, is very tregardleſs how much he expoſes the 


Button to the View of the Countryman, but in re- 
ality, ſhifts it by a Trick of Dexterity betwixt — | 


Fingers under another Thimble; ſo that the 


Fellow tuving. 19 Ion his Money: che A 5 —— 


rakes up the tight Thimble, and blames the Coun- 
tryman for the Miſtake, who really thinking it was 
fo, makes another Bet, and fo je ems till he loſes 
every Penny he has; which done, the Accomplice 


decoys him to the Fair and there drops him. In the 


mean while, if any Thing conſiderable has been 
won or loſt, the Thinie per ſhifts his Stand to 
another Place, and plants an Accomplice to act his 


Part till the Fair be over, and then away to another 


Place. Moſt of this Claſs of Thieves have = 


_ 


and keeps moving his Thimble and Buttons — | 


[ED al Families in this Town, and their Wives. -ars 
dn either Pick · pocketa, Shopliſtets, or ſome 


n — —ͤ— * 5 = 
* 
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h:Profeſſion.: : Many, nay moſt of theſe 8 


obtain Licences from the Hawkers and Pedlars Of- 
ice, and as ſuch frequently travel the Country with 
Horſes, and ſome trifſing Shew of Goods, in order 
to cover the Cheat; and when any of them are de- 
tected or taken up on Suſpicion, the next Thing 
they do is to produce the Licence, which ſeldom 
fails to procure their Enlargement, fo. that this Set 
of Evil Doers, though their Method of Life ark as 
well-known as that of any lawful and public Capa 77 
0 


city, yet they are quite unmoleſted, and TAY. 


Gam die 1 in od Circumſtances. 


There is ati Claſs of theſe * of N 


who are better diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Sweet- 


ners, or Preachers * the Parſon ; they are ſo called 


by reaſon of their Device, in decoying Clergymen, 
or other wealthy Perſons, to Inns or Taverns to 
drink Sack, or other ſweet Wines. Theſe Gentry 
live. in Town under the Denomination of Mer- 


chants,” or other reputable Traders: They keep 
Horſes, and in the Summer travel to Fairs with a 


Pack of Cards in their Pockets. As theſe are an 


artful Set of People, they walk about, and ſoon find 


a pretence to pick up ſome wealthy Farmer, Gen 


tleman, or a Clergyman, who has Money, and ſrems 


- moſt ſuitable for their intended Purpoſe. _ 


If the Bait happens to be a Parſon, the next Thing 


5 they have to diſcover, is, in what Neighbourhobd 
he is Rector, or Preacher; which having done, ſays 


the Sweetner, Sir, there are ſome People lately come 
to live in my Neighbourhood, who ſay they were 


lately married in your Pariſh, I ſhould be 2550 you 


would be ſo good as to ſearch your Regiſter, and 


ks me know if this be true or not; come, Sir, ſays 


\ be, 


he, if you "I "OR to MI aich me to my . mf 13 —_— 
give you the Names of the People, and a Direction 
where to write to me; which being comply- 
ed with, to the Inn they go, and call for a Room 
to themſelves, a Pint of Sack, and a Toaſt; but 
before the Wine is quite drank, the Sweetner mes © 
up, walks about the Room, and 3 picks up a 
Piece of Paper, which + rh opening, and reading 
to the Parſon, appears to be either a Note of Hand, 
or Bill of Exchange for a conſiderable Sum, payable 
to the Bearer, which by the Advice of the Sweet- 
ner, and Conſent of the Parſon, is laid upon the 
Table, to the Intent, that if the Owner ;enquired 
for it while they were there, it ſhould be delivered | 
to him, and if nor, that then it ſhould be left in the 
Hands of the Landlord of the Houſe : This done, 
a Pen, Ink, and Paper is called for, for the Parſon 
to write down the Names of the Parties pretended 
to have been married at his Pariſh ; while this is 
doing the Sweetner ſlides a Pack of Cards out of his 
Pocket into ſome Place in the Room unknown to 
the Parſon 3 preſently afterwards comes into the 
Room (as an intire Stranger) the Sweetner®s Aﬀo- 
ciate, who pretends to > the utmoſt Confuſion 
imaginable for the Loſs of a Bill, which he pretends 
he did, or might loſe. in chat Room, having been 
there ſome time before. Upon which the Seerne. Þ 
aſks the ſeeming Stranger, whether hell give auß 
Thing for the finding of it; to which the Accom- © "iN 
plice replies, he'll give any Thing i in Reaſon. The „ 
Sweerner demands a Bottle of Sack, which is Joined 
by the Parſon, and agreed to by the Stranger. The 
Wine is called fer, and down they ſit, and enter in- 
to a Chat with the Stranger about the Country, and 
his Buſineſs, Sc. Who (tho* as artful as the Devil) = 
makes himſelf appear to be a very filly ignorant | 
TI 3 = out a large IS of * * "a 
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of Credit, ſpeaks of his Riches, and tells FINN a 


large Sums of Money he has loſt by Frolicks at play, 
Se. tiſes up, and in making a Turn round the Room 


eſpies the Pack of Cards the Sweetner had planted 
for his . he inſtantly Jays hold of them, and 
proꝑaſes a Wager of a Crown to be ſpent, that he'll 
mal meet two Cards in the Pack, that he ſhall 
name, come together, although he ſhall. be blind- 
| folded, while another ſbuffles them, The Wager 
is agreed to by the Szeetzer, and the Parſon and he 
go halves, the Accamplice names the two Cards, 
and the Szoeeiner ſhuffles them ; then the Aſſociate 
deals them off blindfold, and loſes the Crown; then 
another Bottle of Sack is called for. The Parſon 
laughs, drinks, and is highly pleaſed, and being 
warm with drinking ſo much Sack before Dinner (as 
this 5 generally done in the Morning) they make 
: amd er Wager of five Guineas, and the Parſon 
uffles the Cards 1 the Aſſociate deala them blind- 
fold, as he had done before, and wins the five 
Guinea upon anch the Szweetner blames the Par- 
_ fon, much for his not having open ſhuffled the 
Cards, who believing it was ſo, and being ſome- 
thing irritated at the Los of five Guineas, readily 
joins the Sweezner in à third Wager of ag hundred 
Fahne and gene for conſiderably more, that 


e Afaciate does not do it again, The Aſſociate 


5 his/two Cards, the Parſon and Swegtner both 
ſhuffles them; the Aſſociate deals them off plindiold, 
till one of the two Cards comes up, and then ſtops, 
faying, he will not turn up the Other Card dil the the 
Wager Money be ſtaked * aw on. both Sides, and 
thereupon the Aſſociate, lays down his Money, and 
kur 91 
© half 


urn, ſo that the Parſon may fee it is not the 


Card the Aſſociate laid upon ſo that having de- 


luded the 1 * * Kaen of yiging the 


15 I 0 & if fy or AMA mw ww 1” 


himſelf a little, giyrs the Card a ſort of an 


Wager, the 


- 
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Wage, the §weetner tells the Affociate, that he has 

not ſo much Money as will 8 te the Bet, but 

chat if he'fl agree that the Card ſhall be ſealed up 

and left in the Hands of the Parſon, while he the 
Sweerner goes out for Money to make. good the 

Stake for himſelf and the Parſon, the Ber ſhall be 
laid: This being agreed on, and the Card ſealed up 

and delivered to the Parſon, the Sweetner calls the 

Parſon to the Door, and deſires him to take care of 

the Card, and Ray with the Aſſociate till his return 
with the Money ; the Parfori delires he'll; make 
haſte, for that he has ſeen the Card, and is ſure of 
wining. The Sweetner goes, and the Parſon calls 
for another Bottle of Sack, and drinks while the 
Stocetner comes, who ſoon afterwards. enters the - = 
Room, and tells the Parties, that (his Friend not be 
ing in the Way) he has only been able to get half 

the Money, and deſires the Wager may be for that 
e Sum. "The Affociate falls into a ran Rage, 

. at 


and declares it ſhan't be for a Penny leſs than w 


1 | {0 
ne | was propoſed, but for as much more as they pleaſe: , - 
e= | Hereupon the Sweerner cally, out the Parſdn, whil v4 
ly. | pers the Advantage, and puts him upon borrowing * 
ed a Sum of Money to complete the Bet. The Parſon 
at having the Card, and being tas he imagined) ſure 
ue || of wining, makes an Excuſe, leaves the Card locked 
th || up in their Preſence, and the Aſſociate in the ſame 
Id, 
985 
nd 
nd 
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Room, and goes with the Styeetner to borrow the 
Money, which he gets, ſome in one Place, ſome in 
another to the amount of as much, and often more. WY 
than is wanted, which the Sweetner puts into-his WB 
Bag to make up the Wager,, While this is doing, | 
an the Affociate goes to the Place where their Horſes '* - 
the fare, and orders them to be inſtantly ready to mount. 
de- [The Sweetner deſires the Parſon to walk into the. - 
the Finn firſt, and that he'll follow him directly, which 
ger, Ihe no ſooner does, than the Swweetner joins his Af 
_ @ %%% 8 
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Tickers, © 
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ſociate, up they mount and away they ride in fk 
of the next Booty, and leave the Parſon and Card to- 
- gether. Thus incredible Numbers of Clergymen, 
Gentlemen, and wealthy Farmers have been, and in 
Country Fairs daily are deluded, robbed, and cheat- 
ed by theſe Sort of Gentry, who have their Agents 
to watch, while they are committing their Villanies, 
and to diſcover fit Perſons for their Purpoſes ; and tho? 
theſe are well known to Numbers of honeſt Traders, 
Shopkeepers, Tavern and Inn-keepers, both in 
Town and Country, yet their Frauduleney r 
with Ienpunity. 


There is another Clak of dangerous Rogues, who 


are known by the Name of Tickers, who alſo travel 


ro all Fairs and Markets in the Kingdom, and have 
their Troop and aſſociate Gangs. The Trade of this 


„ is to buy Horſes, Oxen, Cows, Sheep, Hogs, 


Cloth, Hops, Malt, Corn, and all other Commo- 


dities upon Tick, or Credit. 
The Buſineſs of theſe Villains, is to watch ſuch 


' Graziers, Farmers, and others, who towards the 


latter End of a Fair or Market, have their Cattle 


or Stock unfold ; when one of them comes gravely 
up to the Farmer at a hanging Market, and aſks the 
Price of his Cattle, or whatever other Goods they 


are, and after expoſtulating ſome Time, tells the 


Farmer he has not any Occaſion for the Beaſts, but 


that if he will ſell them reaſonably, he may help 


— 


Names of ſome of the "moſt wealthy Farmers or 
_ Graziers thereabouts; then up comes another, whe 
bas an Air of Gravity, and the Aſpect of ſome very 

| conſiderable Farmer, or Soon. Gentleman, who 


to a Chap. The Farmer thanks him, and tells him 


his Price; while this is doing, the Ticker either by 
himſelf, or an Aſſociate watching for that Purpoſe, 


diſcovers the Farmer's Neighbourhood, and the 


35 21 5 "T. | | 
aſks the Price of the Cattle. The Firing fells er. | 
I bot the Ticker fays he has not any Occaſion for 
h them, becauſe he has already bought a great many, ; 
and has laid our all his Money; and then proceeds 
1, | to enquire of the Farmer, how ſuch a one and 
in | ſuch a one, and ſeveral others who the Farmer has 
t- heard of, and knows to be reputable wealthy Men in 
ts his Neighbourhood, do, and then takes leave, and 
S, tells the Farmer he lives only three or four Miles from 
o' F him, and aſſumes the Name of ſome rich Man he is 
s, | ſure the Farmer does not perſonally know, but ſeems 
in to haggle a little about the Price of the Beaſts, and 
es goes away without coming to any Agreement, and 

I by this Means gives his Aﬀociate an Opportunity of 

telling the Farmer what a rich wealthy Man he is 
ho and that his Word, Note, or Bond will paſs fob. 25.0 
vel } thouſands of Pounds, and that itis true, he has bought 
ve a great Number of Beaſts at that Fair, or Market, EY 
his and laid out all his Money, but that his Credit is 
BS, | ſufficient to borrow all the Money in his Neighbour- 
10- hood. The Farmer, who perhaps is ſcarce of Fod- ' 
; der, anſwers, he ſhould be glad to ſel] his Beaſts, 
provided he can have the Money for them by the 
Time his Rent becomes due; and as he knows the 

Gentleman (meaning the Ticker) very well by Cha- 

rafter, he had as lieve have his Word, or his Note, 

as the Money. Why then, replies the Aſſociate, 
if you'll let your Boy look after the Beaſts, and go | 

with us to ſuch an Inn, while we are drinking a 

Pot of Ale, we'll endeavour to find out and bring 

the Gentleman, (meaning the Ticker ;) the Farmer BK 

thanks them, and away they go to- the Inn, call 
for a Por of Ale, and while one ſtays drinking with 

the Farmer, the other fetches the Ticker, who 

comes in an hurry, drives the Bargain, gives his 

Note for the Money, payable at the Time the Far- 

mer! 5 Went may be 1 and has the Beaſts de- 

W hvered, 


1 
0 
1 


4 232). 3 


ad 1 are immediately ſold at a low Price 
15 Money by the Aſſociates to the Drovers, 
aid away goes the Ticker and his — 7 gh to 


for re 


the next Fair or Market, and the Farmer hears no 
more of them or the Nate. 


They purchaſe and. deal in all other 3 
in tlie ſame, Manner, and have their Drovers and 
Dealers all oven the ingdom, who take the Gods 


off their Hands, on Allowance of conſiderable Pro- 


fits. A great Number of theſe Villains keep large 


Houſes and Families, and live in Opulency in this 


Town in the Winter Seaſon; and. they and their 


Profeſſion are exceedingly well known, both in Tar. 5 
don and in the Country. ä ; g 


Bo ” There is another Claſs of Thieves, who travel 5 
| Wu Belt, the. Country with Lotteries, Dice-Cloths, and Totum- 
| Boards, and who play at a Game called Pricking at 


the Belt, and, by ſuch cans, draw in great Num- 


bers of 1 ignorant, unthinking People for divers Sums 
of Money. Their Wives pretend to tell Fortunes, 


and, under ſuch fraudulent. Pretences, do frequentiy 


Fortune 


extort Sums of Money, and other Effects from ig- 


norant;. unguarded Women and others; many of 


theſe alſa, have Houſes and Families in Landon, and: 


are well known to many aun bath.ig, An, and. 


Came. 


There is alſo an incredible N umher of Fortune-- 


Tellers andtellers and Gypſies, who travel the Country in great 


Haben. 


Gangs of Men, Women, and Children: theſe have 


not any ſettled Place of Abode, but are continually, 
wandering from one Place to another, under Pre- 


tence of Fortune - telling; they pilfer and ſteal, and 


- living in Sloth and Idleneſs, they bring their Chil- 
den up in the ſame Manner, and who conſequently 
become the. maſt deſpicable of all Thieves. 


There 
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There i is 4 ente Claſs of Hah Hae? 8 
are a Degree a ve the common Sort; theſe diſperſe Stealers. 
themſelves into different Parts of the Kingdom, and 
correſpond with each other from the Eaſt to the 
Welt, and from North to the South Parts of. 
England. They generally keep their Stations, and 
often ſteal a whole String 7 Horſes at a Time, 
which, being generall 2 Sis in the Beginning of the | 
Night, are inſtantly ſent away from the Eaſt to the 
Wet, or from North to South, to the Correſpondent 
chere, who receives and alters their Marks and De- 
ſcriptions; which done, t hey are diſpoſed of in the 
Neighbourhood they are ſent to, amongſt ſuch Peo- 
ple as are moſt likely to make Uſe of them in 22 
Country: 

They being ſtolen about the Beginning of the Night, 
are generally ſent about twenty or thirty Miles 
Day Break the next Morning, and there lay by "ll - 
Night comes on again, and then travel always by . 
Night in the Bye Roads, till they come to their 
Deſtination, 

This Sort of Horſe-ſtealers are reputed confider- 
able Dealers in, and generally do buy and ſell Hor- 
ſes, fo as to cover all Suſpicion. | They appear well, 
and are ſeldom detected. 

As to the other Claſs of Phodke-ficalers. who ſteal 
i Cattle, oy Hogs, Sc. and ſell them again to Ml 
| Strangers: Theſe being a poor Set of idle ignorant 

Wrerches, arCoften detected; but as they have few, 
or no Aſſociates, are not near ſo dangerous As ng 
former Sort. 


There are ſeveral other Denomiriations of Thieves, Snaals, ol 
Rogues, and Cheats, both in Town and Country, + 
foie of whom are called Sneaks, Theſe generally go 
about earty' in the Morning, to watch Servants while 
na __ waſhing 


, 


TI. 


| ET YR or OTF their Houſes or Doors, before 


the Family be ſtirring. One of the Accomplices gets 


jato a Chat with the Maid, while the other ſneaks 
in (as they term it) and robs the Houſe of every 


Thing that comes in his Way, that can be carried, 


off without Diſcovery ; and in the Evening, loiter ; 
about Doors to watch Servants who go out of Er- 


rands, either for Beer or to a Chandler's Shop, and 
for Eaſe Sake and to ſave Trouble, but too frequently 


leave the Street Door on the Jarr; mean while the 
Thief ſlides in, and robs the Houſe of all he can, 


and carries the ſtolen Goods either to his known 


Pawnbroker, or thoſe who he | is fure will purchaſe i 


the ſame. 


There are another ſort of Thieves, mho ok 


Houſes, under pretence of going to ſee ready fur- 
niſh'd Ladgings : Theſe go two or three in Com- 
pany, one of whom, who knows, and likely has ſeen 


the Plate and other Furniture of the Houſe, and knows 


in what Room the moſt commodious Booty lays, 


knacks at the Door, pretends to live in the Neigh- 


bourhood, and is come to recommend a Lodger; _ 
while the Houle or Lodging Rooms are ſhewing, 
makes an Excuſe of being either ſomewhat lame or 


| ” ed AE and prays to fit down 1n that Room where | 


his Part is to be ated, till they come down Stairs; 
the Accomplices knowing what's doing, takes Care 
to keep the Landlady in Chat, while the Deſign be 


accompliſh'd ; fo that before their Return, the Plate, 


or ſuch Things as are fix d upon, are put into a 
Pocket, or under a Petticoat made for the Purpoſe ;. 


the Thief meets the Parties at the Foot of the Stairs, 


takes Leave and goes off undiſcovered, promiſing 


to call the next Day. Many of theſe have falſe Keys, 


by the Aid of which they open Cupboards and other 


Plöaces they have fixed thee. Eyes on, where they 
58 know there is ſomething n worth Wr. 


There 


che Night Time with falſe Keys, or a crooked Iron 


theſe go with Ladders in the Dead of the Night, 


a a Pretence of buying or paying for ſomething, C 


Baſe Money, and have many Aſſociates; their De- 


There are Sethe dort of. Berben who go. in — 


made for the Purpoſe, to open ſuch Doors as ſtang 
upon the ſin ps cl of them can open 
any Lock) i ey be not in the Door in the 
Inſide, and Bag this Means rob the Houſe, Theſe 
dangerous Villains frequently carry Fire Arms and 
other offenſive Weapons, and often tye and gag 
che whole Family; ſometimes commit Murder, and 
ſtrip the Houſe from Top to Bottom. 


There are . Sort of Rogues called Jacobs ; ; Tacks 


and get in at the Windows, one, two, or three pair- 

of. Stairs, and ſometimes down the Area. They 170 
generally go armed, and behave much in the n 1 
Manner as thoſe with the falſe Keys, N 1 


| 
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There i is alſo a Set of Money- Changers, wit un- too 


will give a Guinea, a Crown, or ſome other Piece 
of. Money to change; but while the Change is 
counting, they keep the Piece of Money they offer 

to change in their own Hands, ſeemingly ready to 
deliver on receiving the Ballance,' which is no ſooner. 
given them, than by a certain Dexterity, they pam 
or conceal a Part by throwidg, it into their Sleeves 

or keeping of it between their Fingers; and having 
ſo done, and pretending to recollect that they hare 
Silver in another Pocket, throw back the Change, 
and keep Part; and if it proves perceptible, they: | 
earn. and ſwear the Party out of it. 8 


| Many of this Tide are Coiners and Putters off of vine 


vice is to go or ſend to a Shopkeeper, or other 
enn * Pretence of * ſome- 


e 


* * * 
* * T 


22 There are anlether Sort cu Raſeals; why $6 vj | 


626) 
ad ſuggeſting they Rye hard en 
Ffaer to ſend his Boy or N 
the Goods; and change for a NMeidort or . 
and ſo ſoon as the vant is at 4 little Diftance, 5 
they ralte the Good. Etre a bad Piece of Money, h 
ad take the Change; then defires the Servant to 


bring ſomething elk io ſoch a Place, , 
nnen, e 


the Kid- Lay (as they term it); theſe 8 go 
wo" or three in a Gang: one places himfelf at the 
Door of an empty Houſe; or x Houſę that is ſhur 
up; very early in the Evening, and ſtands there 
without his Hat, and' very often with an Apron on, 
if he belonged to that Houſe, and is general- 
ly genteelly dreſſed, the Aſſbeiate plants Himfefrf 


at a Tavern Door of the oppoſite Side of the Way; 


and as ſoon as a Porter comes by with a Bundle, the 
ft of theſe calls to the Porter in a very great 
Hurry, and ſays, if you'll but ſtep over the Way to 
feck a Tavern, and deſire the Drawer to ſend ors, | 
the Diſh- of Meat J ordered him bo a ready, TI vil 
give you Sixpence”; the Porter thinks it Six ** 
don got, leaves "tis Bundle upon a Bulk 
Bench to the Care of the SKarper; in order to ri 
the more Haſte, and while he goes the Meſſage 
the Sharper runs away with the Bundle, and the Af- 
ſiosciate follows; but if the Porter is ſo ſerupulous as 
not to leave his Bundle, but takes it along with 
Him, in this Caſe: the Aſſociate meets him at the 
Tavern Door and takes tie Meſſage, and aſks the 
Porter if he has brought a Token with him; the 
con anſwers, that there was no Token given 
; why then, fays the Aſſociate, if you don't 
2 che Token I won't deliver you the Victuals; 
ben the N goes back and tells che * _ | 
e 


HFaſte, for the Co 


* 0 * * * 
1 * 


N 3 
i dekfnkajeitipBioies 2 Adbeiste 5 
anch that he had told him he would not dekver the. 
Meat without a Token; Of Dear, anſwers: the 
Sharper,. I forgot, here rake my Warch and ſhew 
ie him, lay down your Butden, run and make great 
are very impatient for the 
Victuals. The poor Porter thinking the Warch 4 
ſufficient Pledge for his Bundfe, lays it down, and 
goes over to the Tavern,” and not Badibg the ſup-. 
poſed Drawer at the Door as he had done before, 5 
goss into the Tavern th enquire after what he was 
ſent: for, and the Tavern People telling him they 
knew nothing of it, then the poor Porter. looking 
at, the Watch, and finding ir to be one of the Six- 
penny Watches made in Crooted Lane, runs to ſee far | 


his Bundle, and finds the Sharper gone off with it. _ 


Fheſe Gentry very often meet with ignorant 


Porters: that have large Trunks with Things oe 

Value, and alſo. with Apprentices. carrying Things 
belonging to their Maſters; as alſo Gentlemens 
Servants, whom: they: trepan- in the like Manner, 
to the great Loſs of vaſt Numbers of People. This 
Set of Villains go about in the Day- Time, to 
meet Countrymen and other ignorant People; 
one of whom pretends to pic up a Gold Ring before 
the Countryman, another of them who is the Aſſo- 
ciate (but pretends to be a Stranger) cries Halves, ä 
meaning that every Man has a Right to have __ 
Share of what he ſees the other find; then he crieas 

out to the Countryman, my Friend, 
a Right to ſhare as well as I; upon which, the 


Countryman puts in for his Claim: then they 8 ce 
While 


Ito go to a Tavern or an Alchouſe to drink, 6, 
[ne of the Sharpers:pretends'to go tain Silver-Smith J 


0: ſee what the Ring is worth ; and while this is 
doing, he that ſtays with che Countryman, endea- 


ha him to play at Cards or Dice, which 1 ; 


you have 
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perhaps a 8 
75 readily com plies to, and gives him the Money 
for 


be conſents. ER Sg. being lee of all his 
oney; but, if they can't get him to play, the 


„that goes tocknow tlie Value of the Ring, 


brings Word, that he was offer'd ſo: much for ic, 


and offers i i, 10. the Countryman for that Price, or 
iling or two leſs, which the Country- 


it; then each of them takes their Share in Mo- 
ney for the imaginary Prize pretended to have been 
found; and after the Reckoning is paid, they part 


and rake Leave of one another, and the poor Coun- 


tiyman thinks himſelf well off, till, upon En- ; 
quiry, he finds the Ring to be a braſs one. 
"Theſe Gentry go about alſo on Sunday Mornings, 


to watch Taylors going home with Gentlemens 
Cioaths: one of theſe follow the Taylor till he 


comes to the Gentleman' s Door who the Cloaths are 
made for, and goes in along with him, and who 
ſeems to the Taylor, as if he belonged to the 


Gentleman; z and as he came in with the Taylor, the 
Gentleman and his Servants think be 1 
to him; and when the Taylor tries on the 


Gentleman's Cloaths, the eee is ſo officious as 
to find ſomething that muſt be altered before the 
Gentleman can wear them; upon which the Gentle- 


man deſtres the Taylor to take them back to 


make the Alteration, and bring them Home the 
next Morning; to which the Taylor obeys, and 
going away, the Sharper goes with him to the Door, 
and takes his Leave of him, then the Sharper 


follows the Taylor aa Street or two diſtance, 


and calls to him and tells him, he muſt give him 
the Cloaths, for that his Maſter, meaning the 


| Gentleman, will wear them that Day, but that 
| the Taylor muſt fetch them the next Morning 
to make the neceſſary. Alteration, The Taylor 
regdily. giyes the Sharper the Claaths, not 3 


* * ws "5 


| Kh puts thoſe Thin 


. 29 5 
but chat he was the -Gentleman's. Servant; "Ing probs 


Home, and away goes the Sharpet with the'Cloaths. 
Many other Fradeſmen are deluded by ſuch Means, 
of ſeveral Things of great Value; Ning! this Tribe 
. make it Part of their Buſineſs to watch People WH 
take Coach in the Night Time to carry a Box, Trunk, 
Bundle, or any other Thing fromone Place to ano- 


Alen becauſt the Perſon ſo taking Coach /general- 
upon the fore Seat, and 
pew. the Back ſeat themſelves; this done, the 

man drives on; two of theſe Sharpers follow 


0 Gen till it comes to a dark Place, then one f 


them opens the Door of one Side im eroeptible to 
the Perſon that is in the Coach, but the Inſtant this 
laſt ſees the Coach- Door open, he either endeavours 
to ſhut it himſelf; or puts his Head out of the Door 
to call to the Coachman to [ſhut it; during which 
2 the other Sharper, who arches: this Mo- 
tion of the other Side of the Coach, ſnatches:\awa) 


the Box, Trunk, or Bundle, from the Fore Sea 
without its being diſcovered by the Perſon in the 
Coach, becauſe he is occupied either in ſhutting 


the Door, or calling to the Coachman to ſhut 


it, and conſequently has his Back to that Door from 


which the Thief takes away the Things. They alſo 


make it another Part of their Buſineſs to ſ tell! 
Trunks, Boxes, Portmanteaus, c. from behind > 
Stage-Coaches and Country Gentlemens Coaches, 1 


when they come to Town, aud out of Waggouy” in 
the Night I N 


They attend in Evenings at melt of the lan- 


Doors, more eſpecially thoſe that have long En- 
tries, to watch ignorant Porters or Gentlemens 


Servants, that come to thoſe Places with Trunks, 
Portmantaus, Boxes, or any other Gods, to be ſent 
by ſuch Coach or Waggon, as ſets out from that 


Inn to wy Part of England, One of theſe Thieves is 


A 


generally 


4 


3 K | 
8 drefiedlilet a Bookreper. 1 As 


2 Forter. The Porter br Servant, c. that cutries 


the Goods to the Inn, ering theſe Thieves ſtanding 
at the Gateway or Door leading into 
dreſſecl ſo, takes them for Perſons beilo 
the Inn, and ailcing e 


or Waggon, and wheathey ſet out, they anſwer 2 | 


Morrow Morning; then ſays the — will you 


pleaſe to take Care of theſe Things, and let 
them be Booked and ſent ſafe by- the Coach cr 


Waggon? That 'you may be aſſured of, rephe s 
the Sharpers, here take it into the Warchouſe, 
ſays che Thief, and Fil-come and Book it, The 


Servant ot Porter who btings the Things, thinle- 


ing they have delivered the Goods very ſafe, go 


about their Buſineſs, and the Moment they are 


gone, away goes the Thieves with the e 22 
art no more heard of. 


This Tribe of Thieves are ſo numerous that 


London, Dayand Night, nap one or other of 
Gentlemen, and keep Houſes and Famile, in 


Town, and are well known to: gumber of fair 


Traders. 


There are > IH 2 great number f Thieves that : 


. e their Buſineſs to rob and ſteal Goods out of 
Sbips, Lighters, Barges, and Beats, &c. upon the 


River Thames and Ware. Theſe nde the Trade andi 


Calling of Watermen, and wear their Drefs, and 


generally either hire or have an old Boar of 
their own rowing, up and down theſe Rivers 


in the Night time, till they find any thing for their 


poſe; they often carry off large Bales of Gods 


of conſiderabie Value, = have Dealers and 


Receivers of great Subſtance wha buy thoſe Goody | 


"I. 
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| in Gangs all over the City and Suburbs « of 
ſuch like Enormities ; ſome of them dreſs like 


W 1 a 
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* at a low Price. This Tribe are W 
N ſome af them keep Houſes, and have Far 
* 1 i 
There are another Trbeof Wietches K | 
like Gentlemen or conſiderable Tradeſmen, and who 
make it their buſineſs to take large and ready furniſhed 
Hauſes, both in this Town and Parts adjacent, from 
ignorant and credulous People, and afterwards firip 
tale Houles pf all thas's in them, and mareh of. 
There is another Tribe make an equal Ap- | 
pearance. They take a Houſe in Town in the 
Name, or 6Ritious Name of ane of their Gang 
furniſh the lower Part well, and there lives for fix 
or eight Months, and aſſume the Profeſſion of a Meer- 
7 during which time the reſt of the Gang go and 
diſperſe themſelves all over the Clothing, and Ma- 
nufactoring parts of the Kingdom to buy Goods at 
four or fix 2 Credit, for which 8 draw Bills 
upon him that lives in the Houſe, | ſo lures, 
and get the ſaid Goods, upon his acceptance 
of their Bills; but he takes care to go off about 
the Time ſuch Bills become due, and either is na more 99 
ſeen, or obtains a Commiſſion of Bankruptey : then | 
another of the Gang takes another Houſe and acts 
in the ſame Manner, by which great Numbers. of f 
honeſt and induſtrious Clothiers and other nnn — 
turers are ruined by theſe. Villains. S 4 
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T here's another ſet of vi called Fate Nena 
Hunters, who by their wicked Arts and Deluſi- Hunters. 
ons ruin great Numbers of innocent Women by frau- 
dulent Marriages. Some of theſe make a genteeb Ap- 

| prarance and aſſume the Character of Men of Eſtates, 
and others, that of Merchants in conſiderable-Deal- 
"| ings, and | have "Raps to vouch for their being ſuch. 
They generally go ihrer or four in a Gang, and keep 
"own <mployed. to? find our - Women who have 
8 ortunes ; 
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_ Frame, in their own Hands, and 8 they 
to be come at, and if practible they * * 
Addreſſes to them; and if they get their Conſent to 
be married, they go to the Fleet, and get a Licence 
from one of the Fleet Clergymen, which has been 
left with him by fome People that has been married 
by the ſaid Fleet Clergyman ſometime before, then 
they trace out the Names of thoſe that have been af- 
ſerted in it, and put in the Names of the Woman, 
and. that of the Fortune-Hunter that is to be mar- 
ried to her; then they dreſs one of their Aſſociates 
in a Clergy man's Habit, and take the Woman to a 
Tavern, and there marry her, then live with her 
a few Days, or till they find an Opportunity to ſtrip 
her of all ſhe has, and leave her to ſhift for herſelf. 
- Sometimes they hit upon Women that have large 
Fortunes, which ſerve to fit them out with great. Ap- 
parel to ſeek another Woman of conſiderable For- 
tune, but if unſucceſsful, and the Money ſpent, they 
deſcend as low as to a marry a Servant Wench that 
may have but Five Pounds. And thus the ſame 
Perſon marries' Thirty or Forty one after another, 
and ſtrips each of all ſhe has, and deny their ever 
been married to either, and the poor Woman ſo de- 
ceived can't proſecute becauſe of their being married 
by one of the Fortune-Hunter's Aſſociates as afore- 
ſaid. Theſe Villains and their way of Life are well 
Enown, bur 00s or ever moleſted. 


FIRE Maree: 1 ſer a 080 in ag yer | 
London, known and diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Trapps ; theſe are a ſort of viſible Houſekeepers, who 
ſell Gin, Ale, Punch, and other ſorts of Spirituous 
Liquors, and whoſe Houſes are often frequented by: 
Ee and Lewd Women, Street-walkers, Cc. 

| ick up unthinking Men when intoxicated with 
| Drink, * then lead * to ſome blind A. 
_ Alley, . 
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1 them of all they have about them, but in à more 


particular manner of their Pocket Books, Papers, or 


other Memorandums, ſo as to obtain intimation of 
their Places of Abode, and Circumſtances, and im- 
mediately afterwards deliver all the Memorials ſo 


ſtolen to one of the Maſters of theſe Trapps, who 
reads them, and having got all. neceſſary Informa- 
tion wanted, of the Party robbed, lays them by for 


@ while, and promiſes the Thief, that if any thing 
can be made of them, ſhe ſhall ſhare. Art. oe Four 


or Five Months diſtance of Time, the Trapp calls 
upon the Gentleman or Tradeſman fo injured, as in 


a ſeeming Friendly manner, tells him, he has ſome- 
8 ring woke moment to Communicate; and having the 


Opportunity, informs the Gentleman, that 
a Woman has been ſeveral Times with kim the 


Trapp( who then pretends himſelf to be Churchwarden 


or Overſeer of ſome Pariſn or other) in order to 
ſwear a Baſtard Child to the Party ſo Robbed, and 
tells him the Woman's ready to {wear the Child was 


begotten on ſuch a Day, naming the Time the Gen- 
. tleman was robbed 3 who recollecting that Circum- 


ſtance, imaginesa Woman might poſſibly tear it; and 
having a Wife and Family, far which, and manyother 


Reaſons he would not have a Matter of this ſort 
ſpoke of, deſires the Trapp to meet him at a Ta- 


vern, in "order to conſult what's proper to be done. 


They accordingly meet, when the Trapp repreſents 
the conſequence of the Party's going beſore a Ma- 


giſtrate, and troubling Friends to become Security 
in a Bond for the Support of the Woman and Child, 

nces incident; and how a Man may be 
haps injured, and made uneaſy in 


kig Family 1 Cireamſtances'; and proceeds to tell 


him, he has had a r of him in his Neigh- 
r N that del Rn: Well-wiſher, 


I D and 


— 


- 3 1 c 
. 


| N e 
and as fuch will do every Act in his Power to conceal © 
the Affair, but that in the mean Time the Woman 
and Child muſt be provided for, and the Pariſh kept 
Indemnified, and that if he thinks to do that, his 


Name ſhall not be mentioned, or taken Notice of N 


in the Pariſh Books, and that the Thing ſhall be 
ſtifled with all the Conduct and Decency imagina- 
ble; and according to the Gentleman's fear, dread 
and opulency in Life, propoſes a Sum of Money 
neceſſary to defray the Expence, which (for the a- 
voiding Family conſequences) is often complied 


with. Thus, it is well known, that ſeveral of theſe - 


Trapps, (by the Aid of an Aſſociate Accomplice, 
who pretends. to be a Brother Churchwarden, or O- 
verſeer) have held many Gentlemen, Clergymen, 
Lawyers, and Tradeſmen, under Contribution for 
many Tears together, under pretence of Collecting 
' Money for the Child's: Cloaths, Schooling, Board- 
ing, or putting out Apprentice, or ſending of it 
CESS ß ĩ ß 


| Bailift. There are a great Number of People called She- 


riffs-Officers, ana Marſhalſea Court Bailiffs, many of 
whom have Three or Four Followers, or (as they more 
modeſtly term it) Neceſſary Aſſiſtants: It is com- 
puted that in London, Middleſex, and the Borough 

of Southwark, this Tribe of Cannibals, and their fol- 
lowers, conſiſt of at leaſt Three Thouſand, who all 
pretend, they follow no other Employment. By 
Act of Parliament, every Officer who Arreſts a 
Party by Virtue of a Proceſs out of the Courts above, 
is Intitled to Ten Shillings for his Caption Fee, and 
no more, and if the Writ be from an Inferior Court, 
the Bailiff is to have Five Shillings and no more, 
under very ſevere Penalties; notwithſtanding which, 
it is well known, and daily Experience ſhews, that 

many of theſe moſt laudable Gentry, keep Saddle 


5H 35 
Horſes) large and fine Wo well furniſhed, Fa- 


milies, and Servants, and live at the Rate of mote - 
than Five or Six Hundred Pounds Fi Ann. -Ad- 


mitting it to be true (as moſt certain 
ſtanding all the Laws in being to t 


very Poor Creature who falls under their Clutehes, 
yet, methinks, I would aſk Common Senſe ho] many 


poor Debtors (including the indigent Ones, from 
whom little or nothing could be had) muſt fall under 


their Care, within the twelve Months, to enable them 
to live in the profuſe Manner they do? The Queſ- 
tion may be eaſily anſwered, That it is impoſſible, 

they either; do, or can have any Number near ſuf 
cient to defray the Expence of the Figure they make. 


To obviate which Myſtery, I muſt obſerve, that it is ; | 


not preſumptually ſuppoſed, but publicklywell known, 


their Followers, Live and Cohabit with lewd: Wo- 
men, Bawdy-houſe Keepers, Piek- pockets, Shop- 
litters, and ſuch like Trading Ladies, fo that the 
hduſtry of the One, added to that of the Other, 
roduces fine Houſes, Saddle Horſes, Gold and 
ilver laced ' Habits for the Women, laced Hats, 


* 

h Need Waiftcoats, ' Gold Watches, and other fine 

{oaths for the Men, and very frequently a Landau 

all Id Six Horſes at a Country Horſe Race, and other 
ublick Places, ſuch as Bath, Newmarket, Ti hea 


A d ma ny others. 
Many, and almoſt EBenbeeteabie are the Devices 


mp up, and often Forge Notes, arreſt valt 


ual numberiof Suits falſiy and wrongfully againſt 
ndreds of poor Wretches, who were not, nor are 

to defend themſelves againſt the Expence; which, 
10 did, or could do, as theſe Mirmidons, are 
D 2 ver ſed 


it 8, notwich- 
Conttaty) chat 
fr extort Money under various pretences from e- 


that very many of thoſe Bailiffs, and moſt, if not all 
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this Neſt'of Vermin and their Followers, 'who 
mbers of 'People, Commence and Profecuce an 
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wth in their Trade, and have Hehe aſufficient 
numher of Aſſociates, they are never at a Loſs to 

prove every Thing neceſſary upon a Tryal, and are 

— . become the Terror of their, Neigh- 


boo and the Peſt of Society. 


a pegs mou 


There are many Thouſands of people confined for 
Debt in the ſeveral Priſons of this Kingdom, about 
Thirds of whom are at the Suit, 0 or by the In- 
igation. or Contrivance of the aforeſaid Tribe of 
- Cannibals; and Pettyſogging Lawyers who are their 
Abettors. Numbers of the above poor Tradeſmen, 

or Artiſans, Sc. are kept in Priſon for Years, ſome 
tor leſs than Five Pounds, and moſt of all for un- 
an Hundred Pounds, and the Children of "he 
poor People either fall upon the ſeveral Pariſhes, 
die for want, or take to ill Courſes, and equally 3 
Loſs to the Community, as is alſo the Labour and 
Induſtry of their Parents while confined in Priſon, 

A Perſon that breaks for an Hundred Thouſa d 
Pounds, (and many there are that break for much 
more,) and don't pay a Shilling in the Pound, anc 
by the Breaking of ſuch People great Numbers ol 
poor Tradeſmen and Artiſans are ruined by the 5 

Loſs of the Money the above owe them for Goods fir 
or Labour, and are ſent to Prifon for Five Pound the . 
they may be Indebted to other People, and perhap 
kept there for Years; when at the fame Time he th; 
bas broke for the above large Sums ſhall be clear 
by the Statute, and not Impriſoned at all. But if ti 
poor Man bad a Statute of Bankruptcy allowed bit 
under form of Pauper, | he would be upon an Equ 
lity with him that broke for the aforeſaid la large Su 
this would fave Thouſands from a Jail every Ye: 
and conſequently ruin the Buſineſs of . 40. 
and Bajiliffs who le Coun ths woe. _ 
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There are oem Hundred of Popiſh PIG wiid Popiſh- 
| come from France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and 0. Prichs | 
ther Popiſh Countries to refide in the ſeveral Parts 
of this Kingdom to make Converts, and WhO * 1 
; their wicked Inſinuations not only delude ſome = 
Thouſands of our meaner Sort of People yearly to 
become Converts, but prevail upon great Numbers I 
of our beſt Manufacturers to go to Foreign Service, | | 
"| Moſt of theſe Prieſts are born of Engliſp, ' Iriſh, 
XY or Scotch Parents, who ſend them abroad to Study 
in Convents, and many of them ſo poor when they 
„ firſt go Abroad that they enter into thoſe Convent, 
ne to ſerve for their Victuals, and acquiring à littie 
Learning, are allowed, when grown up, Money to 
eſe come over here as Miſnonaries. Great Numbers of 
es theſe are protected by Foreign Ambaſſadors, under 
TH whoſe Sanction they are ſuffered to lead the moſt pro- 
| fligate Lives, and dern the Morals and Ale. 
giance of our People. 


As to the Smugglers, whoſe PraQtices are ef ſ ch Smugglers, 

injurious and pernicious Conſequences both to the 

King's Revenue and the fair Trader, their Both 

is almoſt innumerable,' ſince *tis well known the 

ſmarm in all the Sea- ports, and Trading Coaſts 

the Three Kingdoms. *Tis true the late Act of Ws 
Parliament, and the Reward of 500 l. has had = © 

che Effect of bringing ſeveral 1 Ringleaders | 

dare to Juſtice; but this has been attended with a vaſt 
Expence to the Publiek, without curing the Evil, 

ſince it is but too evident that Smuggling is as 

much carried on as ever it was; and it is much 

to be feared that many have be- n Sworn againſt 

Land Executed, rather for the lake of the Reward 
Ethan real Guile. But as the Act affects only ſuch 

as Em” in Bodies with Fire Arms, which uſed 
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w be done by the moſt. Opulent, and ſuch as had 
+ the; greateſt. Property in the Counterband Trace; 
: thoſe,, with an inconceivable Number of others, 


are not only become Fugitives in France, Flan- 


ders, Holland, and other Places, who being well ac- 
quainted with the E ngliſb Coaſt, and Creeks for land- 
ing of Goods, have their proper Correſpondence, and 
carry on, and have conſiderably. augmented this il- 


Jlicit. Branch of Commerce; but have deprived. the 


N ation of a vaſt many rich, and other Subjects, who 
might have been made very uſeful both for them- 
ſelves, and this Community, inſtead of which, they 
are become uſeful to foreign States ag Kingdoms, 
to the great prejudice. of this. 

The hurtful Trade of Smuggling is not carried 
on in this, but in all, or many other Kingdoms: 
But the King of Spain, the more effectually to dif- 
coyrage and deſtroy all contraband Commerce, gives 
up and diſclaims all Right and Pretenſions to any 
| Seizures made in that illicit Trade, and gives the 
whole to ſuch as ſhall diſcover and ſeize the ſame 


„ by which Means che Spaniſo Smugglers arenot afraid 
of, and in continual Danger of one another, but of 
the whole Kingdom in general; whereas the Eu- 

glb ones do not fear any body but the King's 


Officers, and thoſe they very often fight with, and 
frequently kill, in Defence, as they term it, of their 
pan Property. 15 

I ſhall not venture to preſcribe, but ul humbly 
: beg leave 2 ſubmit to the more Iudicious, the Ad- 
vantage that might ariſe from the Lenity of the le- 
giſlative Power, in pardoning and calling home 

This vaſt Body of People abroad, not only now ex 
ceeding uſeful to foreign States, but being in them 
" ſelves diſſatisfied, are our worſt Enemies. 
lf Workhouſes were erected, and Ecmploymen 
5 provided, (Chick. it is n apprehended, mg! 


\ 10 


.ñ. 


. 


9 


” be 0 in Sit incorporate, and other hinge a 


Towns and Boroughs throughout every County in 


the Kingdom; and proper Officers conſtituted and 
paid, for keeping a regular and due Regiſter of the 
proper Names, Trades, Callings, and Additions of 


every individual Inhabitant of, and dwelling in their 


_ reſpective Pariſhes or Diftrits 3. and lie under a Pe- 
nalty to report the Liſt of the ſame to the Juſtices ſo . 
| often as Occaſion ſhould be, and required: It may be 


preſumed, it might and would appear who every | 
one was, and how and by what Means every one's 


Livelihood might be acquired; and if, upon a Sum 


mons ſent to, or a juſt Report made of. any ſuſ- 
pected Perſon, who on Examination ſhould not be 


able to ſhew a lawful and viſible Way of getting a 


Livelihood; Labour and a Workhouſe would be a 
neceſſary Proviſion for ſuch a Perſon, as well as for 


many Smugglers, and other wicked uſeleſs: ow 
ple, both to themſelves and Society. | 


The Number of Vagrants; ſuch as Strallys, « 
Gamblers with Cups and Balls, Legerdemain, Sturdy 
Beggars, Fortune-tellers, Gipſies, and others of this 
Stamp (who are both an inconceivable Eye - ſore and 


e Nuſance to the whole Community) are innumer- 


able. Theſe continually ramble from one Fair ta 
another, and from thence to all publick Places of 


Reſort thro? the whole Kingdom, in Troops of ten ar 


fifteen in a Gang, who carry with them their Wives - 
and Children, two in a Hamper, on the Backs of 


little Horſes and Aſſes, with each Man and Woman 
an Infant at their Backs, and ſome two. They lay 
in empty Houſes, Barns, Stables, or little Alchouſes, 


where they generally drink plentifully of ſtrong 
Beer and Gin, which they pay for, as alſo for 


Bread, Cheeſe, and ſometimes Meat; but make a "a | 


moſt dreadful Slaughter in ſtealing the Poultry 
wherever they come. When any arrive at a Fair, 


e or _ other Place of Reſort, they diy 


* . vide 


| 5 ( 40 * 
n tmſcives ſo, that the Women and Children 


take up their Standings at all the moſt publick 


Outlets of the Place, while the Men buſtle. into the 


Crowd with Crutches; ſome with Hliſtors, others with 

Ulcers, broken and lame Arms and Legs, with man 
bother Kinds of viſible Hurts and Sores, made and 
raiſed meerly on Purpoſe to excite Pity and Compal» 


ſion, which they do ſo effectually, as to acquire 


wherewith ito 
Life, in which many. Hundreds of their Children 


and Grandchildren are ſo elevated, and their Minds 
ſo inculcated, as not to have even the leaſt Idea of 


any other Proſeſſion er Employment. 
As Infants are the moſt natural Objects of Pity 


and Compaſſion ; when any of this Tribe have them 35 


not of their own, they borrow ſome of other 


People, and often ſteal thoſe of reputable Parents, 5 


which they bring up in the ſame ſcandalous Way of 
Life. Thus theſe Vermin rove about in the Sum- 


mer, but in the Winter always harbour in and about 
London, where they have their ſtationed Rendezvous, 


where Numbers of them meet together, to drink, 


fing, laugh, and be jovially merry; and if Sickneſs 
and Want ſhould approach when the Pence are ex- 


hauſted, the Pariſh is bound to provide them till 
their Country Seaſon comes on, when, under Pre- 
tence of belonging to ſame Pariſh near a Town where 


a Fair is to be kept, they want to go to, they apply 
to the next Juſtice of the Peace for a Paſs, and pro- 


cure themſelves to be agreeably conducted to the 


Place they intend to go to. Others there are, 


. who are paſſed from one Place ta another till they 


come within the Confines, Juriſdiction, or County 


they are deſtinated to, where pretending to diſcharge 


the Conſtable and Headborough who conducts them, 


upon a Suggeſtion they will certainly go to the ap- 


pointed Place; and the Officer, being glad to get rid 


2 of Trouble 10 N frequency gives them 


a ſlothful, idle, and indolenc 


10G; | 
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ſomething 3 to the; Lengeh of, heir | 
Journey, which they no ſooner receive, but e ets | 
cher return, or proceed to their old Trade, Thaw: E 
is the whole Kingdom put to immenſe Expences 
daily. in paſingnd re-paſing ten Bono en 4 2 
and idle Carle fr 7 gy e 

There are a great Number of peg es deſerving. | 
Objects of Compaſſion,” who are well deſcended. 
— have been breaks up and lived in diſtinguiſhed - 
Opulency; but who, through many unforeſeen _ 
Misfortunes in Trade or otherwiſe; ſome old, in- 
firm, and altogether unable to! provide for them 
ſelves, are reduced to extreme Poverty, who by the 

natural and ſocial Ties of Humanity, ought to be 
more liberally provided for; but who, from the al- 
moſt Impoſſibility of being diſtinguiſhed from the 
vaſt Number of Impoſturts, are greatly neglected. 

The diſſolute and abandoned Behaviour of many 
Servants, Joutneymen, Tradeſmen, Artificers, and 
Apprentices, ſeem to cry aloud for a better Regula- 
tion in Point of Conduct towards n and 
Families, their Maſter, and the reſt of the Com- 
munity, who daily ſuffer, and bear heavy Loſſrs 
through their Inſolence and Neglect of 5 Ma- 
ny of theſe frequent Alehouſes, Skittle-grounds, 
and other ſuch. like Places, where they play at Cards, 
Shuffle- woes: re and other Games, to which they are 
encouraged by the Landlords, or Keepers of 854 „ 

IHFouſes, who ern Arcane: in it ; not only to 
a play at ſuch Games, but to get drunk, cutſe, ſwear, „ 
| quarrel fight, and ſometimes lame one another, or 

ö at leaſt become unable to get a Livelihood for, & 
Time, to the very great Loſs and Prejudice of their 

. | Maſters, and others great Damage, and ſometimes 

total Ruin of themſthves. and Families, hö become 

I burthenſome tu the Pariſh. They not only con- 
tract an Habitude of Drunkenneſay: Stoth, and Idle 
r 


nels, but: frequently aſſociate themſelves with _ 
| = * 3 


| Thieves, Robbers, and e by dick 
| Means they s are bur o Deer 2 845 to 11 — ; 
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1177. The next, r ue of the moſt 5 and . 


Catcher 


dus Set of Villains yet taken notice of, is the 
Aaſs of Rogues commonly known and diſtinguiſh- 
* by the Name of Thief-Catchers. Theſe. build the 


Foundation of their Trade upon the old Proverb, 
That old Thieves make good Gaolers,“ and con- 


the more excellent Thief. takers: I cannot 


2 kay low well this Rule may hold, but moſt certain 


it is, that theſe Gentry are all thorough- -bred 


"Thieves of the moſt deſperate Claſs, from their In- 
fancy; many of whom have been convicted, others 


narrowly eſcaped the Gallows, and ſome pardoned 
for Felonies of the blackeſt Nature. The giving 
large Rewards to theſe Villains for the apprehending 
of Thieves, is not only a very great Expence to the 
Publick, but a Toleration to them to lead an idle, 
wicked, and profligate Life, under Colour of exer- 
ciſing a lawful and laudable Profeſſion. This Den 
of Harpies not only rob Houſes like others, but rob 
and, plunder all * little low Thieves, Robbers, 
and Pickpockets through the Town, 'by taking 
from them, as often as they can, all the Plunder 


they have, for juſt what they pleaſe to give them; 
and frequently employ the moſt thoughtleſs of 
Thieves to commit a Robbery for the Sake of having 


4 Reward they are ſure will be offered by Advertiſe- 
ment; nor do they but ſeldom take a Thief till they 


have made the moſt of him, and then (like Jonathan 
Mu) impeach and hang him for the Sake of the Re- 


ward, not always juſtly, but very often falſely, of 


which we have had ſeveral Inſtances lately. 


"Theſe Wretches: keep Houſes? „1 


for "Whois; 5 . * all Kinds 


41 of 
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4 of. ak and diſorderly People. They patch 18 
"Bp . in Gangs, and fit — with all Accoutrements KY 
| for Robbing; and, ſend in each Gang a Confiqant, 
who privately gives the Thief-Catcher Notice of Fall 
the R committed, who procures him to be 


* an Evidence againſt the reſt, ſo as that he may rob 

1- and hapg them all. They are exceeding expert in 

je training up and inſtructing the ignorant Novices in 
b this laudable Profeſſion, and conſequently bring 
I great Numbers to the Gallows, who would other- : 


_ wiſe have been Strangers to theſe deteſtable Practices. 
There are vaſt Numbers of Artiſans and labouring 
d People that come from Ireland. Wales, and the re- 
mote Parts of this and that Kingdom; ſome to 
work at Harveſt- work, others to work with Car- 
4 penters, Bricklayers, and other Trades, in and 
about London and Middleſex, who have great Occa- 


8 ſion for chem during the Summer Months, and ge- 

> || nerally give them great Wages, but they turn them 

8 adrift in Winter; and thoſe poor People having no- 

1 thing to do, loiter about the City and Suburbs of 

1 Londan all Winter, ſpending the little Money they 

b get in Summer; by which Means they contract an 

5, Acquaintance with bad Company, and when the 

9 Money is gone, they turn Thieves out of Neceſſity: 

ret + for while they have Money, they cannot endure 

” the Thoughts of going back to their own Country 5 

K to work for ſuch. low Wages as they give there: 

g a when the Money 1 is ſpent, they cannot bear the 
- | Expence of the Journey; by which Courſe moſt ß 
y the inland and remote Parts of the. Kingdom are 

h deprived of their handicraft and labouring People; 


the fails of London are filled with Criminals, the 
of Hoſpitals crpwded with Poor, and the Streets with 


_ for Want of Employment. 
it 1 CHER of. the Arts £1 Devices made 
s 4 Fa in ſeveral EOS or Profeſſions of the 


many 
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many and diſtinguiſh: ble Claſſes of Rogues add 
Villains here treated of, would be too volumitious 
for the Intention of this Narrative, 1 have content. 
ed myſelf with giving only a Specimen of one or 
two of each Tribe; and as theit wicked and dan- 
gerous Practices are ſo obviouſly welt known, the 
next Thing to be confidered of is, which Way to 
put an effectual Stop to theſe daily fatal and en- 
creafing Evils, and the dreadfat Conſequences, 
_ which muſt naturally attend ſuch infamous Schemes, | 
and abandoned Wickedneſs. - 
Many very learned, moſt able, For worthy Gen- 8 
temen, have treated and wrote u —_ this Subject 3 
but as (for the Reaſons taken of in the 
Beginning of this Treatiſe) the Nature and Cauſe of 
the Enormities have been totally omitted, it has 


been attended with the greater Difficulty, - where 


to begin, or how to provide a probable Remedy. 
Some have propoſed County Hoſpitals, or Work- 
houſes, Cc. which others have rejected, rather from 
the Impoſſibility (as was imagined) of raiſing Money . 
ſufficient to carry on ſo great an Choy" in- 
to Execution, than any other material Reaſon. 
Others apprehend, that ſuch an Inſtitution, would | 
be an Innovation of, and impede the good and whole- 
ſome Laws now in being; and that the Act of the 
23d of Queen Elizabeth, made for the Maintaining 
on Employing the Poor, would akogether ſuffi- 
cient, if duly obſerved and executed. Others” have 
gone "fo far back as King Alfred's ime, to look fe, 
- her Laws to govern the People, which good 
as they certainly and really were), would not Anfwer 
the Purpoſes of this Age, which ſeems to be theeſ- 
ſential Matter now to be confided, becauſe, in a Na- 
tion where Trade and Commerce has 16 long 
flouriſhed, as to create great Opulency; and as the 
\ lind, both naturally” muſt, and” will relax 00 
at 01 


— 

3 Tai and Buſineſs ; it will be iy depp ha Eats 

d ud Pleaſure from whence has ſprung Balls, Was Ps 
Aſſemblies, Concerts, Gaming, Operas, and 

Other Diverſions; ꝓhich taken in Moderation, gne all 
well enough for ſuch as can Expence, without 


prejudice to their Families and Circumſtances, „But 


28 bo Multitude will copy. after Individuals, 
any Regard to the Diſparity of Fortune, it has hapy 
pen d, that the more effectuallx to do it, great Num- 


ders have quitted their lawful Employments,. and her 


taken themſelves to the Projecta herein before taken 
| Notice of. And as Idleneſs js the known Author of 


all Wickedneß, it is but too obvious to our Senſes, 


that it has for many Years paſt claim'd, and got the 
Superiority over laudable Induſtry.z and from thonce, 


and d the conſequential Diſregard to Religion, Truth, 
© and Lay, «ſprings the Inündation of Villains thar 


nor reign amongſt us. And as London, and its A- 


venues, is the rene and Shelter of ſo vaſt a 


Neſt of Whores, ogues, Thieves, Villains, and 


man 


Pick-pockets, Sc. tis inn, there the Remedy 


muſt Belt be applied. | F 
In every Pariſh of Spain og: Portugal, 3 eee 


à ſuperior Officer, v hoſe Duty it is to regulate, and 


ſoperintend yer all the, reſt, g as to compel the due 


Obſervance of his Command in all things. Fe is 


8 Aten in theſe Countries by che Name a Ls 3 
_— IJ 


My bears the Name of Polepate,.. in ſome 1 


N 


_ Germayy that of Barſbolder; and in others, chat of | 


5 Almoſon Mager; in Holland, Flanders, and ſome 
 Phlacesadjoining, Burgomaſten ; and in France, they 
deſcribe him by the Name of Superior of the Fanilb. 

7 His Office in all theſe Countries 18 much the 
ſame 5 having the ſame Authority as 2 Ma- 
geiſtrate, or Juſtice of the Peace, in England. As all, 


odr moſt of theſe Countries (is many ot which theres 
| {Garcea Beggar to be ſeen in the Streets) have * = 


755 
ene and Wofkkoctes bor the Poor, and dilbderß 


Perſbns; to which all ſuch Poor, and Evil-Doers as 
Cognizance of the Law, and bis Ju- 

riſdiction, are committed, there to be e Care of, 5 
and employed, according to the Nature of their Po- 


fall within the 


verty or Offences.” He keeps 


a 2 Lift and Re- 
er of all the Inhabitants, Lod 


; and Sojouthers 


of his Diſtrict, containing bet Names, Trades; 
Callings, and Additions : He regulates and pays the 
Poor, and the Nightly Watch, over and above 
Which, he orders 4 Parrot of four, five, or ſix of his 
Inhabitants to patrol the Streets with Fire- Arms, and 
take care that the Watch do their Duty. This Pa- 


trol enter and ſearch all Public-Houſes, Gaming- 


Houſes, and Places of ill F ame, and to ſee that all 1 


People of the lower Degree retire to their Dwelling: 
at a ſeaſonable Hour. They ſeize and carry Thieves, 


Strollers, looſe, idle, and diſorderly Perſons before 
this Officer, who commits Anon; to be dealt with 5 THe 


cording to their Offences. 
In the Time of -the Feds, 258 Jade, we bad 
much ſuch an Officer over the Decennaries, who was 


known and diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Preepofitus. 
And if ſuch an Officer was to be created in every 


Pariſh in and about London, with ſuch Authority as is 
above taken Notice of (and in the Draught of an Het 5 


of Parliament, for that and other Purpoſes more 
ticularly mentioned) t 


nightly Attendance at a public Expence, it is humbly 


conceived his Powerand Diligence, would be of great 
Utility in putting a Stop to the preſent enereaſing E- 
normities. As Conſtables are generally viſible ploy; 


many of whom are Tradeſmen and' Shopkeepers, 


and are, according to the old Inſtitution; choſen and 
ſworn to do the Duty of their Office without Fee or 


Reward, and are cuſtomarily allowed but four Pence 


ogether with an additional 
Number of Conſtables to be paid for their daily and 


- 5 47 3. 

for the Execution of a Wande und Gnce Intereſt 
always was, and in all Probability ever will be pres 
dominant, there is but ſlender that theſe Fe 
ple will neglect greater Advantages, to Vet a Ct 
in the Service of the Community. el ag1. 

But the moxe effectually io accompliſh ſuch uſeful. 
Purpoſes, 'as:the total Sup of Vice and Idle> 
neſs, is to erect and build four large and convenient 
Hoſpitals, or Worlke-houſes; one in the City ot 
London, one in Weſtminſter, one in or about Whites 
Chaple, and one in the Borongb of: Southwark, 'in | 
ſuch Manner as the fame are more particularly men- 
tioned and deſcribed in the ſaid Braught of an Act in 
that behalf ſpecified, ' for the receiving, providing 
for, and employing all ſuch Poor and other Per? 
ſons, as ſhall be Committed: to all and een ſuch 
Hoſpital or WorkhouſGG. ib 

But as the National Debt, and Taxes, abe 
very burthenſome to the Subjects, the next Queſtiori 
may be, which way to raiſe Money ſufficient: to 
build ſuch Hoſpitals, and provide a ſuitable Main- 
tenance for, and Materials to employ ſo vaſt a Num- 
ber of People as will, and neceiſarily muſt be ſeot 
there. To obviate which, 1 muſt in the firſt Place 1 
obſerve. pee» > r 
That in all rradiogCountrids,” 1 dh: as in in : 
there are a Set of People called /Pawnbrokers;\ but 
who, in all other States, are a ſelect Body of opus 
lent Perſons, of known Integrity, ho are licenced | 
by che Magiſtrates to aſſiſt the neceſſitous labouring 
Poor with Loans of Money, at a certain Intereſt li- 
mitted by the States, under a Penalty; out of which; 
and for their Licences, they pay a ſtipulated Sum; 
which is applied in, and towards the pere 
e of the Work-houſes and Poor. 

In the Year 1745, an humble Petition of ſeveral 

Perſons ( under e e ed of nt 


F . 


| the Giting af the Houſe 


LY 


An * rathe Hanoreble Houſe: r Gam: 


mwmogs, which: was referred to ee eee of a 
DCamnmtee, to ine the Matter; and report the 
ame, with their. Opinion therean ; and who finding 
the Allegations to h true, reporter the.ſame to the 
Hdbiſe, who! orderect a Bill to be brought in for that 


Furpeſe: ee f ; ſſed by 


tte Houſe of Commons, intitled, 5 An Act for, the 


better Regulation of Pawnbrokers,* and was ſent 
to the Houſe of Lords for their Concurrence; but 
being then very ſhort; the 
ſama did not paſs into 2 Law. The: Preamble to the 
| Bilf-is in cheſe Words: 

+4 WHEREAS it is 4 Fe Beens, * 
5 the lending and advancing of Money to Handi- 
F-crafrſmen, Tradeſmen, poor People, and others 
in ſmall Sums upon perſonal Effects, is of great 
© Uſe and Service to ſuch Perſons, and enables them 
to carry on their. reſpective Buſineſſes and Pro- 
t feſlions, and to keep their Payments and preſerve 
their Credit, which could not otherwiſe be ſo well 
done: And whereas divers Perſons of ill Fame and 


Repute, who live in Garrets, Cellars, and other 


« obſcure Places, taking upon themſelves the Names 
of Pawnbrokers, 1 and daily lend Money in 


mall Sums to wicked and diſhoneſt People, upon 
+ Pledges of any Kind or Nature, without enquiring 


whether ſuch Goods do den to the TOPS ” 


+ pledging the ſame,* 
Under _—_ above Obſervations, it Ca to 


| thas the Trade of. a Pawnbroker, being arr I. 


mited, would be of great Utility to the Public, and 


tte rather, ſince upon a Computation then made by 
many judicious Perſons, · it- appears, that upon al- 


Jowing the Pawnbroker 204. per Cent upon all 
be 3 there would be a Saving of at leaſt boo. 
per Ann. to the neteſlitous. Poor, and others in 

London, Weſtminſter, and Places adjacent. Es 
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” Upon the Conſideration of the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons about three Years ago of what Intereſt 


was fit to be allowed Pawnbrokers, it was found that 


10 J. per Cent was not an adequate Compenſation 


for their Time, Skill, Labour, Warehouſe-Room, 
Servants Wages, and other incident Charges; and 
that 20 J. per Cent was too much, but that, as there 
is no intermediate Species of Coin between an Half. 
penny and a Farthing, there is not any poſſibility of 


aſcertaining their Intereſt on ſmall Pledges between 


10 and 201, per Cent. as more amply appears by 


the Scheme for that Bill; ſo that if one fifth Part or 


four per Cent ſhould be made deductable of the 207. 
per Cent. ſo to be taken by Pawnbrokers on Pledges, 

appropriated to the Building, and maintaining of 
ſuch Hoſpitals, 'and Work-houſes, the ſame, toge- 
ther with the Profits of the Poors Labour, would be 
amply ſufficient to build, ſupport, and maintain the 
ſaid Hoſpitals and Work-houſes, as a Demonſtrati- 
on of which, it is computed, that the ſaid fifth Part 
or four per Cent ſo deductable as aforeſaid, will an- 
nually produce 26000 J. ſo that if 200, ooo J. was to 


be borrowed upon that Security, at an Intereſt of 
three per Cent. to be applied at 30000 J. a Piece for 


the Building and providing of each Hoſpital, there 
would then remain 20000 J. per Ann. which divided 


in four Parts would be 5000 /. a Year for the Subp- 


port of each Hoſpital, which as (is obſerved before) 
with the Profits of the Labour of thoſe confined, _ 
is 1 would be an ample Proviſion for each of 
h 8 . 

And for the better and more effectual governing 
of People, it may be conceived neceſſary to ordain 
ſuch Laws as may be as near as poſſible connect ive 
with the beneficial Inſtitution of the City of London, 
and that the Public may better judge of the Utility 
of them, the following is 5 „ 
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E. charge and command Joi, 1 27 upon Wards + 

.Y Saint Thomas's Day the Apoſtle. 17 com- note. 

ing, vou do, hold your Wardmote, and chat Jen 
have afore us at our General Court of Aldermen to 

be holden at Cuilaball, the Monday next after the 


* 


2 r 


15 Feaſt of the Epiphany next coming, all the Defaults 1 J 
I that ſhall be preſented afore you by the Inqueſt in the 29, for Ml 
fajd Wardmote; and the faid Inqueſt ſhall haves . 
full Power and Authority by one whole Year to en- s 
quire and preſent all ſuch Defaults as ſhall be found © + 
within your ſaid Ward, as oftentimes as it ſhall be 
thought to you expedient and needful, Warn we 
will ſhall be once every Mead at the leaſt. 1 
2. And if it ha any of your - faid Taquet to 
die, or depart bar of a ſai a0 Ward, within the 2. 
ſaid Year, that then in place of him or them ſo 
| dying or departing out of your ſaid Ward, you 
; | cauſe to be choſen one able Perſon in his ſtead, to 


enquire and r with 1 er in i r and 
I aboveſaid, 


. And that at RE aid Eat Court you give Nan- 4- 
| aloe us the Names and N of all them of KH prarances, Wl 


\ 


1 4+ 7 
1 WA 


* 


. 


ſaid Ward that come not to your ſaid Wardmate, 


if chey be duly warned, ſo that dee Redr 
Puniſhment of them may be had, as the Ca 
require according to Law. 


_ ſaid 


2 


4. And that ycudo provide char at all Times conve- 


nient a ſufficientWatch be kept of the full Number re- 


quired by the Act of Common Council, and that 
good and ſufficient Lights be hanged forth; and 


that no Man go by Nightertail without Light, nor 


with Vizard, on the Peril that be longeth thereto. 


twelve Men, of the mo ſuficient, honeſt and diſ- 


creet Men of your ſaid Ward, to be for your faid - 
Ward of the Common Council of this City for the 


Tear enſuing, according to the Cuſtom in that be- 


half 911 uſed. And alſo, that you do cauſe the 


Council, to be ſworn before you, and in your Pre- 


ſence, according to the Oath by them uſed, and of 


old Time accuſtomed ; the Tenor of which Oath 


hereafter enſueth: 


Ye ſhall ſwear, that ye ſhall be true to out So- 5 
vereign Lord the King that now is, and readily | 
come when ye be ſummoned to the Common Coun- 
cil of this City, but if it be reaſonably excuſed 3 and 
good and true Council ye ſhall give in all Things 
touching the common Weal of this City after your 


wit and cunning ; and that for favour of any Man, 


ye ſhall maintain no ſingular Profit againſt the com- 
mon Profit of this City; and after that ye become to 
the Common Council, ye ſhall not from thence de- 
part till the Common Council be ended, without 

reaſonable Cauſe be, elſe by the Mayor's Licence: 


en ſo ta be choſen, to be of the Common. 


2 5 
EEE Wor ” ‚ ˖ ·˖ 


„ BY ma 


— A 


key * * Walz My no any re 


a 7 with thi bald Oath of their Net, 
Of, ou adminiſter to che faid Perſons that ſhall 
be cho 1 of the es Cowl, he hows. * 
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8 Geol and bear true l to e 


NJ 1 i» Po 0. thav? to flow my ea, ab- 
hor, deteft and abjure, as impious and heretical, 
that damnable Doctrine and Poſition, that Princes 
excommunicated or deprived by. the Pope, or any 
-Aurholliy 6 of the See * Nat, may be depoſed or 


murdered by their n ea or any other what= 


Er : 


or Authority, Eccleſiaſtical © or ag within this 
: Realm. We Is Yo 3 So f me God. 


And LP you TN me the Names of all ſuch © 
elected Common Council Men, as ſhall not have 
taken the Oaths at your Wardmote, 


4 ; 


6. Aud that allo i in the faid Wand" you WY Conflables. | | | 


cee Council; the which eat woe 


And Ido Aeclate, chat no foreign Prince, Perſon, _ 
Prelate, State or Potentate, hath or ought to have, | 
any Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, Preheminence, 


to be choſen certain other honeſt Perſons to be Con; Scaven- 


ſtables and Scavengers, and a common Beadle, and ger 
Beadle. 


Raker. , 


a Raker to make clean all the Streets and Lanes of 
your ſaid Ward, according to the Cuſtom yearly uſed 
1n that behalf: Provided, if any Perſons keeping a 


common Alehonſe or Victualling- houſe happen to f 


be choſen S thigh then upon their admittance 
to 


4 - . 8 y 

” : 1 * 8 bs 
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to > that Office, you Ke Sin 42 
de taken away; or elle, if they delice 
=}: admit them, to fine for that Office. | 


Names, names, dwelling Places, Profeſſions, And rades of 
al Perſons dwelling within, our Ward, and within 


Place is to be i noted ads Street, Lane, Alley, 
or Sign. | e ene auen J. A > 1 | 

— + , | 8. Allo, that you 3 every J Ce 1 A 
"x, god time to time to certify unto you the Name, Sirname, 
'__ dwelling Place, Profeſſion, and Trade pf eyary Per- 
ſon who ſhall newly come to dwell within his Pre- 
Cinct, whereby you, may make and keep your Roll 
5 keck and that you cauſe every Conſtable for his 


fect Roll in like manner. 


F . 


wnbolder, 9. Alſo, that you give ſedi gun that every 
ger, 110 900 and other Perſon within, your 'Ward, who 

eee, ſhall receive any Perſon. to lodge or ſojourn in his 
Houſe above two Days, ſhall before the third Day 
afrer his coming thither give knowledge to the Con- 
ſtable of the Precin& where he ſhall be ſo received, 

- of the Name, Sirname, dwellin 7 ace, Pfofeſſion 
and Trade of Life, or Place of 4 of. ſuch Per- 
ſon, and for what Cauſe he ſhall Hate to reſide 
there; and that the ſaid Conſtable give preſent No- 
tice therrof to you; and that the ſaid Innholder 
lodge no e BUS. — or Men. or Women of 


ada Name. | IS 956 bing 


* 


. 10. Alſo that you TOM every Conſtable. within 
Pefins. his Precinct, once every Month at the fartheſt, and 
| Search. oftener, if Need ey: to make, . we: 
„ a 


By (Fu: nay . 


Roll ex - Te Alſo that you keep: a Roll of the Nan es; Sir- 


what Conſtable's Precin& they dwell, wherein the 


recinct, to that 5 i to | make and 5 a per- 


* 
4 io RnB io ir... 4 on ths 


/ 


Precinct: to dvell, ſojourn or lodge; and that you _ Yo 


or Enquiry, but ſhall do his belt Endeavour + to old. 


otherwiſe, than in former Times hath been: Tou ſt | 
_ dwell or abide within your Ward, that is not Ader 


the City ; and whether any Perſon hath continued in 


3 LAY RIS Cuſtom on, _ 1 be wach to 


Poſt, in ſome convenient Flace in every Pariſh with- — 


meet Places within the ſeveral Pariſhes of your 


N 35 n 
and Enquiry what Perſons be newly come into his 


give ſpecial Charge, that no Intholder or Perſon ſhall ' 
reſiſt or deny 


and affiſt him therein. . 


1011.0 And for that df late Ul tail inore Reſort COA. 
the City of Perſons: evil-affe&ed in Religion and Pledges. 


ſhall. diligently enquire if any Man be received to 
Frank Pledge, as he ought to be by the Cuſtom of 


the ſaid Ward by the Space of one Vear, being a- 
bove the Age of 12 Years, and not ſworn to be 
faithful and — to the King's Majeſty, in ſuch Sort 


3 
0 „ 
* 


a 


1. PR {ans theſe 8 this Beadle. . Sig Bb. 
Ward ſhall anrief bis e and give his belt 
Fuftherance, . ane * "> bs 
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4 N 


3 1 | Allo, y you are to 2 Order tur Prue oe bs 4. 
vided and ſet up a Pair of Stocks and a Whipping- | 


in your Ward, for the wo of- 1 and 
MA Offenders, TY gf male, 


/, WP : „ RG Boe. 


4. At, that you ; have ecial Regard that fs Fires © 
ime to Time there be convenient Proviſion fot | 
Hooks, Ladders, Buckets, Spouts, and Engines in 
We, * ene the Peril of 2 55 me 


Py Bo, 


Fi (0 36)) 
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be,” frem Time to Iime, kept clean before every 
Church, - Houſe; Shop, Warehouſe, Door, Dead 


Wali. e eee reed 


of the ſaid Ward. 


err | 16. Alſa, * no „Perun ! 
of th un Vietualling-Houſe, or Tell: Beer or Ale 1 
Jer. within yout Ward, that is nat fret of this City, and 


not licenced-at the Seſſions according to che Statute 
and Cuſtom of the City, and that the N iQuallers 
keep no Bawdry, nor ſuffer no 
Carding, orf any other un- 
lawful Games to betone, exerkiſgül or ufed within 


or Alchodſe Keepers 
Loechery, Dice · Playing 


their Houſes, and: that. they. hut ing their Doors at 


and from EafteF.to:Michachnas at Ten of the 
Clock at Night, and after that Hour ſell no Ale. or 


_ and Drinking within ther Cellars or Vaults, 
contrary to the Ordinance thereof ordaines and wo 
vided: and thoſe that ſhall be found offending in 
any of the ſaid e w that Your cauſe 7 of 
wanne mn Ne 


41. 32 1 


8 ed ie; that yo 4 all I The" 8 . 


ſealed. Sellers of Ale or Beer, as well prity Oſteries, as 


Brewers and Innholders, within your Ward, not fel- | 


ling by lawful Meaſures ſealed and marked with the 


City Arms or Dagger, be preſented, and their 


Names in your ſaid Indentures be expreſſed, with 
their Defaults, ſo that the Chamberlain may 0 w. 
fully anſwered of e e — * 


| Serangers 18. And all, 8 _ offer no 17 <p nor 785 


| bers. N 1 born an Alien, to * of the Common 1 
1 5 


Streets. 1 Ales eee | 


o an Alchouſe or 


7 
A r e . ˙ w a 


Niar of che Cloek at Night from Michaels to : 


Beer: Alſo, that they ſuffer no Manner of common 


! 4 8 4 


. 88 « 35 T © 
eil, nor to Exerciſe or uſe any. OTE Office withia n 
this Cit Iy ; not receive ; or acces t any Perſon i into nnn 

Watch, privy: or open, but Engliſhmen born 3.a0d = 
if: any Stranger born o out of this Realm, made De- 

nizen by patents, or any other, after his 
>ourſe and Lot be appointed to any Watch, chat 
then ye command > compel bim, or to find in 
tis Stead and Place e to N the 


| _ 
eg; And ales” thas you S an bard of de ze of 
am: appointed hy Act of uh A for Billers © A 
and other F 670 to be fair written on Parch- 
ent, and to be fixed or hanged up in a Table in 
ſome fit and convenient Place in the Pariſh within 
your Ward, where the common People may beſt ſee 
the fame: That is to ſay, every Billet ſhall contain in 
Length three Foot four Inches, and every Jillet 
named a Single ſhall contain in Compals (being round 
Bodied) ſeven Inches and an half; and no Single to 
be made er marked out of Cleft, Wood: And every. 
Billet marked One, commonly called a Caſt, . to con- 
tain in Com mea (being round) eleven Inches, and 
half round thirteen Inches, and being Quarter Cleft, 
to contain in Compaſs twelve ljchcs and an half; 
and every Billet marked Twg, commonly called 
two Caſt, to contain in Compaſs (being round) ſix- 
teen Inches, and half round nineteen Inches, and 
being Quarter Cleft, to contain in Compaſs eighteen © -—— 
Inches and an half ; and all Faggot ſhall contain in Tl 
Compaſs (beſides | the Knot. of the Bond) twenty 
four Inches ; and every Faggot or Stick or Bend 
within the ſaid Bond, to contain in Length full three 
Feet, except only one Stick or Bend to be one. . 
long, to ſtop or Arcen the PRO: thereof, 
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20. And. "IA Mk, we - and. comimand 
- "that yo u cauſe Proviſion to had in your 
Ward, that eo the Streets and Lanes within the ſame 
be from time to time "cleanſed, and clearly void of 
Ordure, Dung, Mire, Rubbiſh, . and other filthy 
4; | whatjoever, which be © the Annoyance of 
King's « Majeſty” 8 Subjects; ; and that no Aſhes or 
195 be'thrown of ſwept into the Channel, to BYE 
the Common Sewers and the Rr of Thames. 


3 21. And alſo that at al Times as you mall unk 
neceſſary, you do cauſe Search to be made within 
your ſaſd Ward for all Vagrant Beggars, ſuſpicious 
and idle People, and ſoch as cannot. ſhew how to 
live, and ſuch /as hall be found within your ſaid 
Ward, that you cauſe to be puniſhed and dealt with 
according to the Laws and Sener in ſuch Caſe or+ 
dained and . | 

5 . And alſo, we "wil and 483 you the 1d 

* . Aideren, that yourſelf certify and preſent before 
us at the ſaid General Court to be holden the afore- 
ſaic Monday next after the Feaſt of the Epiphany, 
all the Names and Sirnames truly written of ſuch 

Perſons within your ſaid Ward as be able to paſs in a 
Grand Jury by themſelves ; and allo all the Names 
and Sirnames truly written of ſuch Perſons being 
and dwelling within your ſaid Ward as be able to 
paſs in a Petty Jury by themſelves; that is to ſay, 
every Grand Jury Man to be worth in Goods an 
hundred Marks, and every Petty Jury Man forty 
Marks, according to an Act in that Caſe ordne! 
and provided; and the ſame you ſhall indorſe on the 

back Side of your Indenture. Your Care herein is 

. expreſy deſired, being of very great Moment as to 

the Adminiſtration of? Juſtice | in The Courts of Las 
within this City. 


*-: 23. Tiem, | 


CEP N n 
4 0 3112 22 oinsvags, „ f q 
— ore charge 
and command yo ile King dur Sovereign L s ö 
behalf, that you chligently provide and fortſee, that 
no manner of Perſon or Perſons within your ſaid 
Mad. of what Condition or Degree ſoever they be 
| keeping any Tavern or Alehouſe, Ale-cellar, 
or any other Victuallipg-bouſe, or Place of common 
Reſort to eat or drink in (within the ſame" Ward, 
permit or ſuffer at any time hereafter. any common 
Women of. their Bodies, or Harlots, to reſort and 
come into their ſaid Houſe,” and other the Places 
aforeſaid, to eat, or drink, or otherwiſe to be con- 
verſant and abide, or chitker to haunt of frequent, 
145 pain of Impriſonment, as well of the Tenant 
| and Keeper of every ſuch. Houſe or Houſes, and all 
— other * — afore rouge, as hog the © dom 


44. Allo, * 1 you 2 Et in 6 to the Ward- * | 
mote Inqueſt of your Ward all the Articles deliver- 
ed to you herewith z- and that you have a ſpecial Care 
of keeping the Peace and good Order during your 
Wardmote; and if any offend herein, you fine or 
h bim or them according to Law, 


a. And hea the Money "rand Gi 3 
"Foo of Perſons. refuſing to hold Ward Offices 
within your Ward ought to be employed in the Ser- 

vice, and for the public Benefit of the whole Ward, 
and not of any particular Precinct or Pariſh wichin 
the Ward: Theſe are therefore to require you to 
take Care that all ſuch Fines be from time to time 
diſpoſed of accordingly for the Benefit of the whole 
Ward, as you with the Deputy and Common Coun- 
cil Men of your Ward FO think moſt fitting and 
conve- 


* * EE | io n—_—_ yu on” 1 1 


2 
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Mupocaky of che faid City, the third Day 


Doubt of their having 


Cena T herefore, © 


3 * 


85 ſe NN And that no ſuch Fines be received or 


or Pariſh, 
Arx, Gand advancement of good Juſ- 


| Datedat Guildhall} under the Seal of the One of 


Berz ino the 25th Tear uf the Reign of our Sovereign 
Lend George the 11d; by che Grace ef God King of 
Grtat Britain, frame and Ireland; Defender of che 


5 e and in the del vf dur . 17505 
ere dc dee ba Sek! d * N. 
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From ts Wanne nnd Sale of 42 . gubd Fr) 


; "Gy Alas, o--wulefully 1 framed and connected for 


the well governin g'of 


„there ſcems not any 
had their Origine from the In- 
ſtitution of King Afred; in whoſe Time the Name 
and Duty of a Prepoſitus (who was a Kind of a Head 


Stalf:Officer) wr well Known. And though the 


good Order and Meaning of the 6th, 7th, Sch, gen, 


And 1bch Artöcles cn farce be ame pf greg. 
the Differ- 


- nable to the Wiſdom of them; yet if 


once between King Afrid's Time Naik this be pro- - 
perly conſidered, it may from thence he bnd. 
whether it may not be adviſable for the City to de 
Provided with ' liired Conſtables, and an armed 


Patrol for the Night, under yearly Sallary, fo 28 
— them ſubſerviently ſubje& to their Duty, 
and pumiſhable for the Ne Check of it; becauſe (as 
1 been obſerved) thers dit lttle Probahi- 


_  hiry; that a Conſtable, who is ed to be an 
- Houſe-kerper, and frequently a Man in Trade, will 


neten, as ye tender the 9 n 


tice, and es ye will anſwer the contrary at your ut. 
an ie ace 0 noted 10 290 Of 


of Decem- 


<Q s Lc SnDHOHMRsYs 


_ the private Intereſt of himſelf and Family, 
or any t Profit that _ ariſe to the 


If 


3 2 W 


— 


2 


If the Prepoſitus ſhould be tolerated to have inan 
I his Aid twelve Veſtry Men to preſent and report 
all Nuſances, &c. and a Deputy to'regiſter the ſame, 
together with the ſeveral ntabitanch and Lodgers 
within his Diviſion or Diſtrift, it's apprehended - 
ſuch a Regulation would be much upon a Footing a 
with the good Government of the City of London. 
But as its Inhabitants are opulent, and the Dignity _— 
of its Magiſtrates more diſtinguiſhable than!in other 
I Places, it is ſubmitted whether it would not be con- 


ſiſtent with the Intereſt of the ſeveral other Pariſhes, \ 
propoſed to be within the Meaning of this Law, to 1. 
allow, and pay each Propoſitus 200 J. per Ann. his Al 
Deputy 100 J. and each Conſtable 25 J. yearly,  . = 
| | which it's preſumed would not in the whole amount 
- {| to above, or perhaps ſcarce to one fourth Part of — 
I what is now paid by the reſpective Pariſhes for much _ 
. | leſs inconſiderable Purpoſes. And though there are  - I 
> | Numbers of People exempted from Parochiat Offi- = 
| | ces, yet there are few or none that would refuſe = 
> {| contributing to ſuch deſirable Ends, as might and 1 
8 would reduce each Pariſhioner to a more equal Pro- | if 
- | portion than as Things now ſtand ; and the rather, = 
f fince it may be imagined, that in the carrying of Wl 
- - | this Law into Execution, there will be but little = 
„ | other Pariſh Taxes to be paid, JFC 
e | The following is ſucha Draught or Heads ofa Bill! 4 
| las is humbly apprehended may cure the many grow» Ii 
S ling Evils now fabſiſting among the Community. | þ 
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Be 8 


Heads of an Ad of Parliament for the more 
effectual Puniſhment / Thieves, Gamblers, 

' Lewd Women, &c. and for building Hoſpitals, 
and the electing and ſwearing a Prepoſitus in 
every Pariſh in London, Weſtminſter, ' Ic. 


Humbly offered to the Conſiderati on of ö Pare 
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. {| XL 7 HEREAS it is found by Experience, that 
| 123 Luxury, Idleneſs, and Immoralicy, have of 
N late Years gained conſiderable footing in this King- 
dom, and that in order to ſupport divers forts of 
baſe and lewd Extravagances, many of the lower 
fort of People have, and daily betake themſelves 
to the moſt wicked and injurious Practices, to the 
manifeſt Prejudice and Danger of the Lives and 
Properties of his Majeſty's good Subjects of this 
Realm: For Remedy whereof, be it therefore enace 
ted, Sc. That if any Inn-keeper, Stable-keeper, or 
any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall, after 
the Day of which will be in the 
Year of our Lord furniſh any Highwayman, 
or Highwaymen, with any Horſe or Horſes, Arms. 
or any Diſguiſe of Dreſs, knowingly, or having aß | 
Cauſe to ſuſpect the ſame to be a Highwayman or Mi 
Highwaymen, ſo as in any way howſoever to be aiding 
or facilitating the Deſigns of ſuch Highwaymen, in 
the committing of any Robbery or Robberies on the 
Highways, and ſhall thereof be convicted, every 
ſuch Offender ſhall on Conviction thereof 


„ And whereas great Numbers of Street-Robbers, 


Thieves, and other wicked and diſorderly Perſons, . 
do hide and feeret themſelves in the Day-time, in 


Barns, 


5 


in che faid Ye ear of our Lord 


wilfally harbour, permit, or ſuffer, in his, 


| her, or their. Houſe, Lodging, Barn, Stable, Glaſe- 


houſe, Gin-ſhop, or other Premiſſes whatſoever, any 
Street-Robber or Street-Robbers, Thief or Thieves, 
or any other looſe or diſorderly Perſons whatſoever, 


or ſhall, in order to ſtifle Truth and Juſtice, 


for, or in the behalf of any ſuch Thief, Street- 
Robber or Robbers, or ſuch like ſorts of Perſons, 
every ſuch Perſon or Perſons {hall ove FROM. 7 


thereof / | 
And whorhes many wicked and deſig e 


are great Aiders and Encouragers of Thieves and 
Robbers, by receiving and N of Plate, 
Watches, Jewels, and all other ſorts of ſtolen Goods, 
and do frequently keep Servants, as Tradeſmen, to 
alter the Marks of ſuch Plate, Watches, Jewels, 


and other Goods ſtolen, or clandeſtinely gotten, by 
. obliterating the Marks thereof, and new engravi 
the ſame, and altering ſuch, and all other ſorts o 
Soods, fo that the real Owners thereof can't diſtin- 
guiſn the ſame to have been their Property: Be it 


therefore enacted by the Authority W That, 
if any Perſon or Perfons whatſoever ſhall, after the 
fac Day of | in the fad 


Year of our 1850 koowingly, r receive, pur- 


chaſe, or conceal any Plate, Jewels, Watches, or 


any other ſort of Goods, Effects, or Moveables 
whatſoever, ſtolen or fraudulently 2nd clandeſtinely 
rey os a ſhall keep any cant or Ad to. 


oblite · 


: Barns, Stables, Glaſs - houſes, Gin-ſhops, and be 
many other obſcure Lanes and Alleys within the Ci- 
ties of London, Weſtminſter, and other Places adja- 
cent: Be it therefore enated, by the Amberg? a- 
ſoreſaid, That if any Perſon or Perfons whatſoever 
fſtall at any Time after the ſaid Day of 


20 2 mp =o (© jm =« A £A wg wy krL.h.h9Þmo A 


3 


e ee e e e eee ee 


Watches, Jewels, or other Goods, Effects or Move- 
ables ſo ſtolen or gotten as aforeſaid; every ou 50 
Perſon or Perſons thall pew Convition thereof Y 
And the Joformes or Informers thall, upon Convic- 
tion of ſuch Offender or Offenders, be intitled to 
Part of the Plate, Watches, Jewels, or cakes = 
Goods by the. ſaid Offender ſo received, Pang | 
or concealed as aforeſaid. 
And whereas it is known, that many Pickpockets, i 
and other baſe Perſons, do frequently attend the 
India-Houſe,' South-Sea Houſe, and many other pub- 
lick Places and Offices in and about the Cities of 
Londen, Weſtminſter, and Parts adjacent; and do 
pick Pockets and ſteal Pocket-books, Bank Bills, 
and other Paper. Securities for Money; and after go 
into, or ſend the ſame into remote Parts of the 
Country, /and pay or procure the ſame to be paid at 
the Collectors of Exciſe, ' Land-Tax,'/and: others 
who collect the Revenue; which faid Bills being re- 
mitted to Town amongſt great Numbers of other 
Bills, cannot be diſtinguiſhed from ſuch as have 
been obtained in the legal Courſe of Trade and Pay- 
ment: Be it therefore enacted, by the OE a 
aforeſaid, That from and after the ſaid 
Day of ' in the ſaid Year of our Lord 
Every Collectors and Receivers of his 
Majeſty” s Revenues ſhall keep Minutes of the 
Names and Dates of all ſuch; Bank Bills, Draughts, 
or other Securities ſo paid to them, or any and eve- 
ry of them in Courſe of Payment, and from whom 
and at whoſe Inſtance the ſame was received; and 
that all and every ſuch Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall 
pay, or appear in the recommending of Payment of 
any Bank Bills, Draughts, or Bills of Exchange, ſo 
clandeſtinely gotten and obtained as aforeſaid, as, . 


on Conviction cherer Oe 


r 
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plice, or A 


0 66 3: 
And Aae ae ant wicked, and diſorderiy 


; Women, do walk the Streets of the Cities of Low- 


am, Weſtminſter, and Parts adjacent, and do fte- 


quently pick up, and rob many of the Youth, Ap- 
prentices, and others, to the great Encouragement 
of Theft and Debanchery ; and are encouraged in 
ſuch their wicked and lewd Practices, by Brothels, 
Simſhops, or Venders of ſpirituous Liquors, Tavern- 


Taliymen, and others who have Dealings 
with ſuch diſorderly Women; Be it enacted by the 


Authority aforeſaid, That if any Perſon, or Penne 


whatſoever, who ſhall after the ſaid 


Dre inthe ſaid Year. of or Lond 


rent, ot otherwiſe occupy-any Houſe, 
ing, or aay other | Premiſes whatſoever, or 


which may be rented or occupied by . themſelves, or 
by any Servant, or Agent, in his, her, or their 


Behalf, or for his, her, or their Uſe, or Benefit, 


ſhall entertain, permit, or fuffer any ſuch lewd:and 


diſorderly Women knowingly, to _ to ſuch his, 
Her, or their Hot ng, or Premiſes, fo 
rented or occupied © horn, any Perſon, or Per- 
ſons to, or who ſhall commit Wharedom or Rob- 


| bery, or in any wiſe howſorver, tolerate, or ſuffer | 


the ſame ; or ſhall knowingly receive, or purchaſe 
any Watches, or other Goods whatever, from any ſuch 
tewd Women, or from her, or any Thief's Accom- 


ccomplices, in Company with ſuch lewd 
Women as aforeſaid, every ſuch Perſon and Perſons 
wall upon Coneiction dere ä 


And if any ne or Petfons. batſdeverz halt 


 KEnowingly appear for, and in the Behalf of any Per- 


ſon, or Perſons in fo offending as aforeſaid, in- order 


to ſtifle Juſtice, and facilitate ſuch Offender to e- 
Tape with ry ne — 
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Alba by the Name or 
„er Gamblers, who, under the Appearance 


Wells, Newmatkes, and 


ſeth ans do freq} 


i the ſaid Year of our Lord appear 
at, or in any ſuch publick Place, or Aſſemby, and 
hall not, on due Examination, give ſufficient Proof 
of his or their viſible Way of iLiyelibood, ſo as that _ 
it may appear, whether their Circumſtances be ſuch -- ” 
as may tolerate and juſtify the Appearance they, or 
either, or any of them, may reſpectively make at 
any of the ſaid publick Places ar Aſſemblies; every 
| ſuch Ferſon or Perſons hall, on Caoviſtion thereof | 


in the ſaid Year of our Lord 


r he $4 
0 


of Bes, do frequent Bath, Tunbridge, Olafonbury 
many other Places of pub- 
Hick Resort in chis Kingdom, and do often draw in 


nd mice the Unguarded 10 play for large Sums f 
ban „ contrary to the Intention of the Law in 
— f 


e made and provided, and do often procure, 
ber extort Bank Bills, Notes of Hand, Praughts, 


"ROE: Exchange, or other Securities for Monies 


retended to have been won at ſome Games 
U Play; and having obtained ſuch Securities by Play 


gainſt the Drawer, of 


any Time after the ſaid _ Day of 3 


And . every ſuch Perſon or reo, who 
ſhall, after the ſaid Day of 


| 4 


obtain any Bunk Bill; or Bills, Nate, ot Notes of 


Hand, Draught, Bill af Exchange, or other Secu 


ry, ar Securities whatſoever, Ge Money won, or 


"© A Pre- 
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| pay away the fame. o ᷣ a 
ſecond or third Perſon, who ſo becoming poſdeſſad 
of, or Indorſee chereof, do frequently being Ac- 
ions, and commence Suits a 
uch Securities, for the Recovery of the Money | 
thereby ſecured z Be it enacted by the Authority 

— That if any Perſon or r Perſons, Mall, at 
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pretended to * been won at FLO or Gaming, 
or who ſhall indorſe or pay away the ſame, to the 
Intent ſuch Indorſee, ſhall or may ſue for the ſame 
in ſome Court of Law or Equity, all and every the 
Perſons concerned in obtaining the ſaid Bank Notes, 
Notes of Hand, Bills of Exchange, or other Secu- 
Tities whatſoever, for Money at Play, as aforeſaid, 
hall, immediately after any Action, or Suit brought 
or commenced, for the Recovery of any Security 
for Money obtained, as aforeſaid, forfeit and pay 
double the Sum of Money for which the ſaid N on. 
or other Security was given and executed, to be re- 
covered with Coſts of Suit, in any of his Majeſty's 
Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, or elſewhere, with- 


in the Kingdom of England; Wales, or the Town of 


© Berwick upon Tweed; and the Note, or other Secu- 

rity, for which any Action or Suit ſhall, or may 
have been brought, or commenced for Reco- 
very of the ſame, ſhall, to all Intents, Conſtruc- 
tions, and Purpoſes, be deemed and. taken to be 


void, and of no Effect whatſoever; and in caſe the || 


5 Perſon or Perſons, who ſo obtained ſuch Bills, 
Notes, or other Security, or Securities, as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall not be found ſo, as that the Penalty may 
be recovered, as aforeſaid, and the Indorſee, or Par- 
ty in whoſe Name ſuch Action or Suit have been 
brought or commenced, ſhall have had due No- 

tice, by a Plea in Bar, that the ſaid Note, or other 
_. Security, was obtained at Play, or Gaming, as a- 
foreſaid; in ſuch Caſe the Indorſee, or Perſon in 
whoſe Name the Action or Suit was commenced, 
* ſhall forfeit and pay double the Value thereof, tobe 
recovered as aforeſaid. 

And whereas there are many Perſons; who, under 
various Pretences, keep Houſes of Reſort for Sharp- 
ers, Gamblers, and ſuch as play at certain Games, 

called or known wa _ Names of aaa * 


\ : 


" 6g: ) 
4 White, Gold yur Silver, E O, and Games under 
| ſeveral other Denominations, and there tolerate 
Playing for divers Sums of Money, to the total De- 
Rruction of many Families; Be it therefore enafted, 
by the Authority, aforeſaid, that if any Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, ' (other than the Groom Porter) 
and under and beneath the Dignity and Degree of 
a Peer, or Peereſs of this Kingdom, ſhall, after the 
faid D of uin the ſaid Year 
of our 1 keep, tolerate or ſuffer, ei- 
ther by him, her, or themſelves, or by his, her, or 
their Servants or Agents, any Gaming Table, or Ta- 
bles, or any Play at the ſaid Games of Rollipoly, 
Black and White, Gold and Silver, E O, or any 
other ſuch like Game or Play, all and every ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall fo keep, or tolerate 
ſuch Gaming Tables and Play as aforeſaid, ſhall on 
2 Conviction thereof + © = 
And be it ed; by the Authority aforeſaid, 
that if any Magiſtrate, or civil Officer of any Town 
Corporate, or other Place whatſoever, ſhall licenſe, 
protect, or become a Sharer in any Gaming. Table 
; whatſoever, of any Machine or other Device for 
f Gaming; ſuch Perſon being thereof lawfully con- 
bs victed, ſhall ever be disfranchiſed of, and loſe his 
: Liberty and Freedom, of all incorporate Towns, 
4 and other Places, within the Kingdom of Great- 
N 
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Britain : and ſhall forfeir, and pay to the Party | 
proving the ſame, the Sum of one Hundred Pounds. 
ro be recovered as aforeſaid, or be committed to 
4 the County Gaol, till the ſame, and all Coſts of 
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5 revovering the ſame, be fully ſatisfied. 
1 And whereas, there are great N abu = Per- 
tt 


"I  S ſons, who, under Pretence of "Induſtry, do ply about 
the Streets of London, Weſtminſter, and 15 


er pub · 
or lick Places adjacent, with Wheel. barrows, e 1 
p- | 9 of felling A and other F ruit ; ; bees. 
| * | | re 
CS, ; 


| 

| 
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8 exhibit. Dice, a ens ans a 
- unguarded Apprentices, ag rang other TT : 


to throw and play for O very often f 

Money, to the Zo e at m_ Iles, and 
1 5 of ma of his 28 g Subjects of 
this Kingdom; Be it therefore „ by the Au- 


_ thority n that from, and after the 


Day of D eee 


it ſhall, and may be lawful to, and for all 
or any Perſon or Perſons, having won or loſt; to the 
Amount or Value of coetlatip y, at any of the ſaid- 


Wheelbarrows, . by way of Dice or Lottery, or any- 


_ ſuch like Device, to ſeize, detain, and carry, or cauſe 


and procure the Owner, or Attendant of ſuch 


Wheelbarrow, to be carried before the next Juſtice 
of the Peace, who is hereby authorized and requir'd, 
n D of the Premiſes, to commit ſuck: 
Offender to the Houſe of Correction to hard Labour, 


and there to, remain- without Bail or Mainprize, for 
the Space of ſix Months. 


And whereas there are a great Number of looſe, | 


idle, and diſordeiy Perſons, who travel to Fairs, d 
Market - Towns of this Kingdom, and reſort a 
the Out-Skirts of the fare and are alſo found an 

known in, and about the Cities of London and wilt 
minſter, and Places adjacent, by the Name of Gam- 


blers, with Thimbles and Buttons, and who do of- 
ten entice the unthinking Youth; and others, to 


play, and bet Wagers for Sums of Money, and do 
frequently cheat and defraud the credulous Specta- 
tors, and Players at the ſaid Game. And whereas, 


there are another Set or Sort of looſe and idle Per- | | 


Jons who. travel, and are known to reſort the 
Places aforeſaid ; and are known by the Name of 
Players or Prickers at the Belt, with Dice Cloths, 
Totum Boards, and ſeveral other ſuch · like Devices; 
and who do alſo tempt and intice many unthinking 


People into Alchouſes, and other Places, ta play for 
as + b 
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the ſaid 


* 


de the — Er _ ow ne. 0 . 
the Name of Guinea-droppers, Sweetners, or 

> vi of the Farſon, and who, under various 
Pretenecs, draw in, and entice very many unguarded 
People to play at Cards, — at many Tricks with 
Cards, and by Means thereof, do ace cheat an 
defraud the Perſons with gy they ſo play, 0 
very conſiderable Sums of Money z to the great 
| Loſs and Injury of many of his Majeſty's s good Sub- 


jects z Be it therefore enacted, by the Authority a: 


foreſaid, That from, and after the ſaid Da 
63 the ſaid Tear of our 
It ſhall, and may be lawful to, and for. 
any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, having firſt won, 
or laſt, to the Amount or Value of one Haltpen- 
ny, at =" the ſaid Games or Plays, with any of 
blers, called, known, or diſtinguiſhed 
by the ſeyeral Names of Thimblers, Prickers at the 
Belt, wich Dice Cloths, Lotteries and Totum Boards; 
or with any Guinea Droppers, Sweetners, or Preach- - 
ers of the Parſon, or with any ſuch looſe, idle an 
diſorderly Perſon or Perſons, or with any pretend 
Fortune-gellers, or with any of his, her, or their 
Accomplice or Accomplices, who ſhajl, or 19 —.— 
have fo played, or taken to the Value of one Half: 
ny, under Pretence of Fortune · telling; to ſeize, 
1d, detain, and carry, or cauſe and pracure, to be 
ſeized, held, detained, ud carryed before the next 
Juſtige of the Peace, all, any, or every ſuch Perſon * 
or Perſons, as are herein | bogs hr z and all, 
and every ſuch. Perlon or Perſons, who ſhall, of 
my in any Monger hy” al ald, or . 
| F 4 
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al. or any of the ſeveral Species, or Sets of * Gamb: 
fers: or pretended. Fortune- tellers, herein before- 
mentioned; who is hereby authoriſed and required, 

n Conviction thereof, to commit all, and every 
{uch Perſon or Perſons to hard Labour, without 
Bail or Maioprize, for, and during the Space 
f 


And — there are anenhes Set of wicked de- 
ſigning Perſons, who travel in Troops and great 
Numbers, from Fair to Fair; and from one Mar- 
ket Town to another, throughout the whole King- 
dom, and are known by the Name of Tickers 5 and 
who make it their Buſineſs to buy Cattle, Horſes, 
Sheep, Hogs, Cloth, Hops, and all Sorts of other 
Goods, 1 in very large Quantities upen Credit, under 
various fraudulent Pretences, and fictitious Names, 
without any Intent ever to pay for the ſame; by 
which ſaid Practices many of his Majeſty's good 
and induſtrious Subjects have been greatly cheated, 
and many of them totally ruined; Be it therefore 
enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That if any 
Perſon or Perſons ſo travelling the Country, or deal- 
ing in any other Place, either in Perſon, or by his 
Servants or Agents, or who ſhall be in Partnerſhip, 
or Otherwiſe intereſted in the Gain of, and with any 
| ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as ſhall travel, or buy 
Goods upon Promiſe, and ſhall pay for the ſame 
with any unfair, or fiftitious Note of Hand, 
Draught, Bill of Exchange, or other apparent Se- 
curity, with an Intent to defraud the Seller of ſuch 
Goods of the Purchaſe-Money, or any Part thereof, 
ſhall, after the ſaid  _ Dayof 
in the ſaid Year of our Lord be convicted 
of any ſuch Fraud as aforeſaid, by any Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, who were, or ſhall be Parties, 
or privy to any ſuch fraudulent Purchaſe ; ſuch In- 
former or Informers are, and ſhall be entitled, and 
e * are 


1 
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Offender or Offenders, ſuch Informer or Informers 
ſhall have, = be entitled to one Moiety or half + 
1 of the C | 


| ſuch Offender or : Offenders, | ſhall on Conviction 


B c ne 
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And whereas there are aSet of dangerous and deſign- 


Weſtminſter, and Places adjacent, diſtinguiſhed and 


Places aforeſaid, fell Gin, Ale, Punch, and other 
_ Sorts of Spirituous Liquors; and whoſe Houſes are 


intoxicated with Drink; and do often ſtrip aud rob 
dums; ſo as to obtain, Intimation of their Places of 


_ - as aforeſaid, to ſome or one of the Maſters of the faid 


when the ſaid Trap, under a falſe Pretence of being 
Churchwarden or Overſeer of ſome remote Pariſh, 
does, by virtue of ſuch his pretended Office, infift on 
having a Maintenance and Support for a Woman, 


bed as N e under ſuch colourable Pre- 
tences as afore 


„ jo 
are hereby required to ſecure in a proper Place of 
Safety, all Goods ſo frauduently obtained or pu- 
chaſed as aforeſaid ; and after Conviction of the 


oods, fo fraudulently purchas'd as a- 
oreſaid; and. ſhall be acquitted from all Proſecutions - 
of Law, for, or by reaſon of the ſame: And all 


ing People in ſeveral Parts of the Cities of London, 


known by the Name of Traps, who under Pretence 
of being viſſible Houſekeepers, in ſome of the 


often frequented, by Thieves, lewd Women, and 
Street-walkers, who pick up unthinking Men when 
ſuch Per ſons, and.in a more particular Manner, of 
their Pocket-Books, Papers, or other Memoran- | 


Abode, arid Circumſtances, and do deliver all ſuck 
Papers, Pocket- Books, and Memorandums ſo ſtolen 


Traps, Who having ſuch Intimation of the Place of 
Abode, and Circumſtances of the Perſon ſo robbed 
as aforeſaid, do frequently, at ſome Months diſtance. 
of Time. afterwards, apply to the Party ſo injur'd, 


"> 


then pretended to be with Child by the Party ſo rob- 
3 id, do frequently obtain and extort 
39213 | | ; ths RW | C44. we divers 
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For Rewedy whereof, be it enacted by the Authority 


 aforefaid, that all and every ſuch 
who mall be known, or may be Gdinguhed b 
Name and Practices Ae, and alt and every 


raps, 


of his and their Accomplice or Accomplices, who a 


mall, after the faid' Day of 


in the ſaid Fear of our Lord Fade un 
Watch, or other Goods, Pocket- Book, or any 


other Papers or Memorandums whatſoever, or ſhall, 


either alone or join: ly with any other Perfon or Per- 


ſons, demand, receive, or extort any Sum of Mo- 


ney whatſoever under ſuch fraudulent Pretences as 


aforeſaid, every ſuch Fr or ee ſhall, qpen 
: Conviction thereof * 


And whereas FOR are incredible Namder 1 > 
wicked, and idle ſturdy Beggars, Bures, and 


8 others.” who, in the Summer, dg ſtrole and travel 


about the Countries with Aſſes Joaden with great 


Numbers of Children, many of whom are by ſuch 


Beggars ſtolen and made Cripples of, ts excite Com- 
palin and who lay in Barns, Stables, and Out- 
ſes, and do ſometimes beg, and very often oy 5 


and rob the Country, who they frequently put x 


large Expences in paſſ 15 85 1 and moving them from | 


Place to Pike and in the W inter return to Landen and 


Places adjacent, and aſſemble about the Play-Houſes 


and other public Places, and do pick Pockets, and 


commit many other Enormities : nd whereas there | 
are 2 very conſiderable Number of neceſſitous port 
People in and about the Cities of London, Weſtmin« _ 
fer, and Places adjacent, many of whom have nu- / 


merous Families of Children altogether unprovided 
for, and who are ſo exceeding chargeable” and bur- 


chenſome to the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Pariſhes | 
to 1 * belong: "ie 8 there are 4 


* 


the 
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hg com from 
Xe Darts of this gy | 
Fime of the Year 
and man — . who, in che Jummer,, e 
Bricklayers, Carpenters, Joiners, and other 
men in and 
Employment in the Winter, do often betake 
ſolves. to wirked Praftices, whereby: the Goals 
+ are fiſled wick Criminals and poor Objedts; 
And whereas, oo 4 more effectual La for 


8 


the better Regulation. of the Conduct of IJourney- 


men ;Arvuficers, .othar Workmen and Laboucers, 


many of them do frequent Alchauſes, and there play. 
at Cards, -Skittles, Shuffle Board, and other Games, 


and often are found drunk and fighting, and thereby 


become unable to work at their reſpective Trades and 
Employ ments, to the great Prejudice and Damage of 


themſelves, their. Families, and Employers :. For Re 
medy whereof, and that all due Regard, and ge i 


rage ment may be had and given toall lawful Ir 


and to the End all Thieves, e Pick · p — — 
* 7 Jaberg, N Ly 
hite, G 


lewd Women, Sha 
Rollipolly, Black and 


d and Silver, E 


Wheelbarrow Men and Women, Thimble Byers. | 
Prickers at the Belt, Lottery Cloths, Tatum Boards, 


or any other * ON Cames, Tickers, Traps, 
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ſaid, that the dum of two hundred thouſand Pou 


|. ſhall immediately from and after the, Day k 


in the ſaid Year of our Lord 


be ik ned ie-wiak; deras Mea 


| large and compleat Hoſpitals or Workhouſes, one 


| ﬀ mich fl Hops hy built We 


echt Ene, and who, for Want, e 


15 | 


e hs neceſſitous Pape „ 


ae m’ỹſt ng 
uke to — — 2 8 in gene 
I ral; Be it therefore enacted, by the Authority afore- 
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Fart bf the City of London, and ſhall be à K 
tithe for and extend to ſuch neteſſitous Poor, and all 


other witked, Toft, tid diforderly: Perſons as hell 
inhabit or be found within the ſeveral Pa- 


c may 
| riſhes, Libetties, Precincts, and Eimits of the faid- 


ty of London. And one other of the ſaid Hoſpi- 
tals Tall be built in ſome proper Part of the City or 


iberty of Wefminſter,"in the County of Middleſex, 


and which ſaid Hoſpital ſhall be a — for and 
cnſtrued to extend to the neceſſitous Poor, and all 
ſuch other looſe, idle, and diſorderly Perſons as ſhall 
er may inhabit or be found within the ſeveral Pa- 
* SO or EGU oo l b | 
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And one edcher * the ſai Hoſpitals dal be boile 


in ſome proper Place in or near Whitechapel, in the 
County of Middleſex, and ſhall be a Receptacle for 
and to extend to the neceſſitous Poor, and all ſuch 
other looſe, wicked, idle, and diſorderly Perſons as 
ſhall or may inhabit or be found within the ſeveral 
Nei Liberties, Precinftay or Limits NG 


Abc one other ef the feid Hoſpitals! ſhall. be builr 
in or near the Borough of Sturbunrk, in the County 
of Surry, and ſhall be a Receptacle for and be con- 


ſtrued to extend to ſuch neceſſitous Poor, and all 


ſuch other looſe, idle, and diſorderly Perſons as ſhall 
or may inhabit or be found within the ſeveral 225 


8 riſhes, Liberties, Tretinck, or Limits of 


and all, any, each, and every b che faid ſeveral Pa. 
riſhes, Juriſdiction or Juriſdictions, Liberties, Pre- 
cincts, or Limits of any of them; and that each of 
the ſaid ſeveral Hoſpitals ſhall be built in ſuch Man- 
ner as to have a ſufficient Number of proper Rooms 


able to contain the neceſſitous Poor and their Chil- 


* | dren, 


„ 1 or 


= 27 * | 
dren, RY ſuitable Ward for the Sick and Laws, 


and for proper Nurſes and Attendants for ſuch 


lame, or diſabled Poor, togechet with, a fic School, 
and for proper Maſters and Miſtreſſes to teach and 
inſtruct = e Fouth and Children xeſpęctiyeiy therein; 
and a proper Number of Rooms fitting to contain 
Looms for Weavers, : and all a, Feanches, of, the 
Weaving Trade, and making of Nets for Fiſhing; 
and that See nod rial: Roos ſhall be made for the 
ſeveral Maſters of all Handyęraft Trades, and that 
a competent Number of Maſters ſhall be lodged 
therein, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhall be to teach ſuch Per- 
ſon as ſhall be under their reſpective Care, to work. 
at their ſeveral. Empl oy ments z and that within, or 
adjoining to each of the ſaid Hoſpitals, there ſhall be 
erected and built proper and fitting Places to ſecure 


and confine. ſuch, Criminals as ſhall or may be con- 


demned to work for any Term of Months or Years, 
and which ſaid Criminals ſhall wear Blocks and, 
Chains to their Legs, and be kept to due Diſcipline q 

and there ſhall alſo be made proper and fitting 
Rope-walks for the Spinning Hemp and making of 
Ropes, together with Yards convenient for the ſawing 
2 of Timber. And, there ſhall. alſo he 

made a proper and ſecure Place for a Maſter or Gg- 
vernot to reſide in each of the ſaid Hoſpitals, and 
for a ſufficient Number of Clerks, who ſhall keep an 


Account of all the Incomes and Out- -goings of hk l 
of the ſaid feveral Hoſpitals ; and alſo a fit Chapel — 3 


to and for each of the ſame, together with a proper 
Place of Abode for a Chaplain, who ſhall be pro- 
vided to, and ſhall, read Prayers once every Day, and 
ſhall read Prayers and preach twice every Sunday co 
the ſeveral People confined in or belonging to the ſaid 
Hloſpitals; and alſo a fit Court - Houſe ſhall be built 


to and for each of the ſame, fit for a Bench of Juſtices . : 
to 75 hear, and determine all Matters relatiye to 


the 


y TT 624 0 ave fas 3 
pen, obo om nh 
I tits of che Citiewof London, Woetminfer, and 
1 reist Pirilhes, Liber ties, and. Precinas afote- 
find, us uch #5 may be from the'gred Charge und 
che Trhits'of [Poor's Rates, which- th | 
E ng r4 | 
„ und in paſing many Verne and other G- 
as Perſons from ene Place to another; Be it 
nated by the Aotheiiry aforcfail, That all Magi- 
dtutes, Juſtices of che Peace, and Pariſh Officers 
-within- the tad Cities of ' London, Weſtminſter, and 
the ſeveral Partthes, Liberties, and Precincts afore- 
Mid, ſhall fend and conve all che neeeſmous Poor 
and their Children, and all ſuch ſturdy Beggars, 
Gyphes, Gamers, led Women, and e AM 
- orderly Perſons as "all inhabit or be ſoond within 


7 IJ 


their ſeveral and reſpective Liberties; Juriſdictions, 


or Precin&s, (without any Regard to be had to what 
+ Pariſh or Place ſuch Poor or their Children, or any 
of the Perſons aforeſaid, do belong) to ſuch one of 


the ſaid four Hoſpitals, as ſhall be within the Juriſ- 


3 where any ſuch poor or diſorderly Perſons as 
wer bei or reſide. And be it enafted 

"nd be lor nk aforefaid, That all Magiſtrates and 
Jioſtices of the Peace within, or next adjoining tothe 


\Jariſchction of esch of the ſaid Hoſpitals, ſhall ſo | 


by Rotation or in Turns, that one of them ſhall 


80 2hd'vific each of che ſaid Hoſpitals every Day, 


and ſhall examine each Perſon thereunto brought or 
commitred, and determine how and in what Man- 
ner ſüch Perſon Mall be dealt with till further Or- 
der be made; and that a Bench of Magiſtrates or 
Jiuſtices, con of three at traft, wall ſit at each 
of the ſaid four Hoſpitals once in every Week, for 


the due Regulation and Inſpection of each and every = 


of e e And be it enscked by the 


Autho- 
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 wichin the Tiberties.or Diſtndts of che ſaid ſeveral — 


ſpitals, hall every Day fend a proportionable 
Number of Conſtables and armed Watchmen ſuſ- 
cient to guard each and every of the faid E i 
and that the ſaid Conſtables ery Watchmen ſhall be 
relieved by the like Number every deny four 
Hours; and that the faid Conſtable ſhall © | 


fo as to ſeeevery Watchman do his Duty, while on 525 


Guard at the ſaid Places; all which faid Conſtables 
and Watchmen ſhall from Time to. Time be paid 
and provided for, while on ſuch Duty as | 
by the Hoſpital where they relpeRively attend . Aud 
whereas it has been found by Experience, char for 
Want of a proper ſuperior Officer to {i over 
Watchmen, Conſtables, and other Pariſh Officers, 
many of them have bern, and daily are, very neg- 
ligent in their Duty, by Means whereof, many 
Thieves, Pick-pockets, and other diſorderly Perſons, 
do frequently eſcape from Juſtice, and many other 
Inconveniencies do ariſe. to his Majeſty's' Subjects, 
the Inhabitants of the Cities, Pariſhes, Libertics, 
Precincts, and Limits aforeſaid ; Be it therefore 
_ enacted, by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and 
after the ſaid Der of | in the ſaid 
Year of our Lord the ies keepers, 
who are Inhabitants abide each and every of the Pa- 


riſhes in the Cities of London, Maſtminſier, and the  - [ 


feveral other Pariſhes, Liberties, Juriſdictions, or 
- Precincts aforeſaid, ſhail, by a Majority of Votes, an 
_ avally nominate and chuſe on the Feaſt Day of St. 
 Afichael, in every Year (in Caſe the acme ſhall not 
happen on a Sunday, and when it ſhall ſo 
_ then on the next Day afterwards) one ſuperior Oth- 
icer, to be called and diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Prepoſitus of the Pariſh, "Wha who "hall be duly 


1 neee the Execution 4 _ i 
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of the Place, whereof ſuch Prepoſitus or Prepoſituſes 


ſmall be ſo choſen and elected as aforeſaid; and all 
Præpoſituſes ſo choſen and to be choſen, elected, 


and ſworn as aforeſaid, are hereby authorized and 


required to adminiſter an Oath or Oaths, grant 


Warrants, ſend for and commit Felons, lewd Wo- 


men, and all other ſuch wicked and diſorderly Per- 
ſons, as ſhall appear before him or them, to the Pri- 
ſons or Hoſpitals from Time to Time, as Occaſion ſhall 
be and require. And be it hereby enacted and declared, 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That every ſuch Prepoſitus 
© or Prepoſituſes ſhall, to all Intents, Conſtructions and 
Purpoſes, during the Term of his and their Tear of 
being Prepoſitus, as aforeſaid, have the Power and Au- 
thority that all other Magiſtrates, or Juſtices of the 


Peace have or may have; by Virtue of his or their reſ- 


pective Officers or Commiſſions; and that all and 


every Act, Matters, and Things to be had, made, 


done or committed by any ſuch Prepoſitus in the le- 
gal Courſe and Adminiſtration of Juſtice, by Virtue | 
of ſuch his Office, ſhall be and hereby is ratified and 
confirmed, and ſhall, in Conſtruction of Law, be 


deemed to be as good and effectual as if the ſame had 


been made, done or commitied by any other le- 


gal Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace. Provided 


*nevertheleſs, and it is the Intent and Meaning of 


this, that the faid Prepoſituſes, or any or either 


of them, ſhall not have any Power or Juriſdiction as 
A Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace, fave and ex- 
cept for and during the Time that he or they may 


continue and be Prepoſitus, as aforeſaid; nor ſhall 


act as ſuch, ſave and except within the Pariſh, where 
and by which ſuch Prepofitus was fo choſen and 


elected as aforeſaid. And be it enacted by the Au- 


888 aforeſaid, That each and every Prepoſitus ſo 


choſen, 


Dornen e 
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| 8 elected, and ſworn as aforehid, ſhall gere 15 
I keep an exact Regiſter of all MR merle the . | 
8 Names 5 Places of Abode of the Inhabitants, In 


and and of their ſeveral Trades, Myſterics, Occupations, 
Caliogs, and Additions. and that all and each of 
the- Pariſhes within the faid Cities of Landen, Wiſts 
minſter, and the Liberties thereof, and all and each 
8 the other Pariſhes, Liberties, Juriſdictions or 
recincts aforeſaid, ſhall find and provide Fire- 
Arms ſufficient for four Men of each Pariſh, which 
ſaid four Men ſhall 1. in Company with to. Con- 
ſtables of their Pariſh, and patrole through each of 
their ſeveral P ariſhes, e or 1 afore· . 
ſeid, from 1 "Clock 1 in the Evening, till 
| o Cock in the Morning of ihe next Day, 
from Michaelmas to Lach- Day, an from 
O'Clock in the Evening, till the Morning 
of the next Nay from Lady-Day to Michgelmas, and 
hall be relieved by four other Men and two other 
Conſtables e Ep Evening to patrole as afareſaidz which 
Conſtables and Þ atrole "Raj take gare that all Wach- 


I men ſhall be kept to cheir propet Stands and Duty, and 
ul take up and bring before the Prepoſitus of their © ._ 


pective Pariſhes, all Ehieves, Sharpers, Gamblers, 

| rs, Strollers, lewdWotnen, and other Giforderly 
2 whatſoever, who may be found A ed} 5 1 . 
Streets, or in any other Place, or Public - houſ = 


and d Lodgers,\ of the-Pariſh he. ſo repraſents, | ; | 


Gin-ſhop, and ſecure them ſo that they may be cat 5 yy 


to ſame or one of the Hoſpitals aforeſaid. And that 
the ſaid Conſtable and Patrole ſhall go into and ſearch 

all Public-houſes, and Gin-ſhops ; my hal compel. 
all Journeymen, Tradeſmen, Artificers, Apprentir 

ces, Servants, and Labourers to quit and retire from 
ſuch Public-hoyſes at a reaſonable Hour in the E- 
vening, and upon Refuſal thereof, ſhall and may 
ale any FO, bo refuling into N and Waage 


£m) 


the Viet; who is hereby authorized and te. 


ow” to commit all and every ory Perſon or Per- 
ons to ſome or one of the ſaid Hoſpitals ; and that 
the Arms of the ſaid Patrole ſha]l be lodged every | 
Morning at the Houle of the ſaid Pd. 1 
it is hereby enacted and declared, that all, each, an 


every Prepoſitus ſo elected and ſworn as aforeſaid, "ſhall 


have full Power and Authority within their refpective 


Pariſhes to call a Veſtry, and with them to ſettle and 


adjuſt all parochial Affairs and Buſineſs; and that, 
for the more effectual Execution of all and ſingular 
the Clauſes, Matters, and Things herein contained, 

there ſhall be made, appointed and ſmorn, an addi- 


tional Number of Conftables to each Pariſh, Liberty 


and Precinct aforeſaid, proportionable to the Buſi- 


neſs and Extent of the ſame. And be it enacted by 


the Authority aforeſaid, That from and after the 
| wit, of in the Tear of our Lord 

| per Briefs of this Act ſhall be made, 
printed, a” bly read in all Churches and 


Chapels in the Cities of London, Weſtminſter, and the 
ſeveral other Pariſhes, Liberties and Precincts afore- 


ſaid, on the ſecond Sunday of every Month for the 
Space of one whole Year, 'to commence from the 
faid " Day of © © inthe Year afore- 
ſaid. And be it Neuber enacted, That if any Perſon 


or Perſons whatſoever ſhall be ſued, arreſted, or im- 


pleaded for, or by Reaſon of any Matter, Clauſe, or 
Thing by him or them made, done, ſuffered orcom- 
mitted in the Execution of this Act, or any Mat- 


ter, Clauſe, or Thing therein contained, every Per- 


ſon ſo to be ſued as aforeſaid, may plead the gene · 
ral Iſſue, and give the ſpecial Matter in Evidence; 


and, if upon a Tryal to be had, the Plantiff in ſuch 
Action ſhall be nonſuited, the Defendant in ſuch 


Action ſhall be intituled to recover treble Coſts of 


Suit, Sc. And be it enacted by the Authority 
Rn, 


1 


„ * 


— wil her aan: = nd & 


which will be in the Year of our Lord 
one fifth Part, or four per Cent. out 


of the Intereſt allowed to be taken by Pawnbrokers 


on Pledges, by Virtue of an Act of Parliament made 
and paſſed in the Fear of his preſent Ma- 


jeſty's Reign, intituled, An Act for the regulating 


* of Pawnbrokers,” ſhall be paid and applied for 


and towards building and providing Materials for the 


ſaid Hoſpitals or Work-houſes, and ſupporting and 
maintaining the ſame Subject; nevertheleſs to the 
Charge of receiving and collecting the ſame in ſuch 
Manner as by the ſaid Act is more particularly men- 
tioned. The Heads of 1 ſaid A 1 is as TOHOTs. 
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Ia a LZ TTR to a Member of Parliament, 
81 X, + e 


raf the legiſlative Power think proper to 


put the Trade or Buſineſs of Pawnbroking under 
e Reſtraints and Regulations herein after 1 
it would not only be of Relief to many Thouſands 
of induſtrious poor People, but of Utility to the 
Publick in general; for it would be regulating what 
the Poor, from ſome real Advantages, have created 
into a diſtinct Trade, viz. that of a Pawnbroker; 


but this Trade would be ſo limited to very ſmall 
Sums, as not to claſh with the Banker, the Mer- 


chant, or other Trader; nor would it extend to 
the Bank of Eugland, or any other Body corporate; 
it would effectually reduce the arbitrary Rates of 60, 
50, 40, and 30 per Cent. to one fixed Rate of 20 


per Cent. which in this Buſineſs would be the loweſt — 


practicable Rate; it would ſo reſtrain the exorbitant 
Profit and indirect Practiees, as to render Pawn- 
broking as reaſonable as any other Trade; it would 


ſuppreſs the diſhoneſtDealers (no inconſiderableNum- 
ber) in this Trade; it would be uſeful to Traders of 
the loweſt Claſs, who in Caſes of Sickgels, or other 
Accidents, may want to ſupport their Credit; it 
would be the Means to detect Thieves and Robbers - 


G 3 
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in the Bier cl of oleh 3 it would i : 
Perſons of 0 good Character and Reputation to take 


up and follow the Trade of a licenſed Pawnbroker ; 


it would be the ready Way to ſupply the Poor 


with ſpall Sums upon ſafe and moderate Terms; 


it would: point to the Parliament the effectual Means 


to fix a legal and reaſonable Profit for theſe Traders; 
and it would, out of the Pawnbroker's Pocket, pro- 
9 an exceeding nN new Fund for publick 
. 
From all which it is concluded, Sir, that there are 
ſuch ſuitable and proper Checks, to be preſcribed to 


be eſtabliſhed by Law, as would enforce a reaſonable 


and Fertan. Compliance from the Pawnbroker, 
woul reſtrain their Loans upon perſonal Effects, to 
ſuch ſmall Sums as not to exceed the Sum of 16 J. 

upon any one Pledge, which would effectually re- 
duce the preſent annual Rates of 60, 50, 40 and 
30 per Cent. and which would reſtrain al Loans up- 
on perſonal Effects, for more than the Sum of 10 1 
| to the Rate of 5 per Cent. per Am. and no more. 
In the Year 1745, an humble Petition of ſundry 


| eie (under the Denomination of Pawnbrokers) 5 
Was preſented to the honourable Houſe of Commons, 


and the ſaid Petition was then referred to the Con- 


was then appointed, who, upon finding the Allega- 
tions contained therein to be true, reported the ſame 
to the Houſe, when a Bill was ordered in according- 
ly ; fo that, during that Seſſion, the Houſe of Com- 
mons paſſed a Bill, intitled, An A for the better re- 
gulaling of Pawnbrokers, ad f t it 60 the Houſe of 


Lords; but the Time that then remained of the 
Seſſion being very ſhort, the ſame did not paſs — | 


1 of Lords: The Prearnble to the faid Bill 
2 in 


deration of a Committee, for them to examine the 
atter thereof, and report the ſame, with their 
Opinion thereupon t to the Houſe ; and a Committee 


buy by Id bay by frag fine bg 


| Shs "v 27 » 72. 
in \ theſe Words: Whereas it is found by Expe. i 
rience, that the lending and advancing of Money 
4 to Handicraftſmen, Tradeſmen, poor People, 
and others, in ſmall Sums, upon perſonal Effects, 
is of great Uſe and Service to ſuch Perſons, and 
enables them to carry on their reſpective Buſineſſes 
and Profeſſions, and to keep their Payments, and 
« preſerve their Credit, which could not otherwiſe 
© be ſo well done: And whereas divers Perſons of 
ill Fame and Repute, who live and reſide in Gar- 
© rets, Cellars, and other obſcure Places, taking 
upon themſelves the Names of Pawnbrokers, have, 
and do daily lend Money in ſmall Sums to wicked 
and diſhoneſt People, upon Pledges of any Kind 
or Nature, without enquiring — ſuch Goode 
do n to the Perſons ſo pledging the ſame.” 


o 


The Reaſons, Sir, for amending the ſaid Bill, =_ 

and for making it to be of effectual Relief to induſ- 2 

trious Poor, and of OY to the Publick, are as 3 
ben: n 


. Becauſe bs the ſaid Bill, all Loans upon Pledges 
are — under the following Reſtraints and FO” 


tions. | 
ö \ ! 
d. s, d. . 
e For any Sum not FU Tony 2 6 one Halfpenny - 
| For any Sum more than 2 6 and not 3 s o one Penny . 
5 For any Sum more than 5 © and not exceeding 7 6 Three Halfpence & 
I For any Sum more than 7 6 and not exceeding 10 o Twopence | 
For any Sum more than 10 © and not exceeding 12 6: Twopence Halfpenny 
; For any Sum more than 12 6 and not exceeding 15 © Threepence 


25 Þ 2 any Ry more than 15 © and notexceeding 17 6 Threapence Halfy. 

| * um more than 1 488 20 © Fourpence for every 

. 7 e Gil rr I 
x ef 7 1 


That i aue ſhall remain unredeemed, a after 
the ſame Rate for any greater or leſſer Sum, not ex- 
ceeding the Sum of ten Pounds, for any Pawn or 
6 1 885 which there ſha'l be lent more than 
n 6G 3 „ - the. 


Wk 


. ( 88 P . 
the Sum of Ten Pounds, and not W 
Sum of Twenty Pounds, after the Rate of three 
Pence per Pound for every Calendar Month that the 
ſame Thall temain unredeemed; and for any Pawn' 
or Pledge upon which there ſhall be lent more than 
the Sum of twenty Pounds, after the Rate of one 
Penny per Pound for every Calendar nes thay 
the ſame mall remain un emed. | 


2. Becauſe, if the Rate be N oh all Lo not 
exceeding the Sum of 10 7. to put any other Rate on 
Loans for more thin the Sum of ten Pounds, and 

not kxceeding the Sum of twenty Pounds, will be 
of no Relief” to pour Borrowers z for all Sorts of 
Goods, Wares, Manufactures, 3 being 
diviſible, Pawnbrokers will eaſily ſeparate a great 
Pledge into ſmall Parcels, and will ſo ſplit the Money 
upon each Parcel, as not to exceed the Loan upon a 
Pledge of ten Pounds; ſo that the Rate being firſt 
fixed 1 5 all Loans not exceeding the Sum of ten 
Pounds, the Trade or Buſineſs of Pawnbroking will 
feel no Reſtraint or Regulation in any Loan for more 
than the Sum of ten Pounds. Since therefore, while 
there are different Rates allowed for different Sums, 
all Pledges will be by dividing them reduced to that | 
| Denomination which affords the higheſt Price, it is 
apparent that the higheſt Rate allowed by the Law 
will be taken on every Loan; and that therefore no 
effectual Relief can be given to the Necefſitous, nor 
Reſtraint laid upon the Pawnbroker,: by aligning 
different Rates cr Prices to different Suns. 


3. Becauſe, had the Rate been Reed at a 3 


1 a Month ſor the Loan of any Sum not exceeding Half 


a Crown, and at an Halfpenny a Month for the 
Loan of any Sum more than Half a Crown and nat 
cee Five Shillings, and at Two Pence a 
| |  Manth 


EF 


oo —_— [Servants Wages," 14 
been put betwren the two Erba of: 16 and ue br 


allowed for any Pledge, 
more than the Sum of ten Pounds, and not encesd- 
ing the Sum of twenty Pounds; and there is no 
more than one Penny per Pound ur Months or 4 
per Cent. allowed for any Pledge upon which the 
Loan is more than the Sum of twenty Pounds ; and 


6 wh 0. 


i Month 3 of Teen Std, ad dee 
in Proporti ws 
_ _ . Fe Cm. nd have been eam 


on for all other Lodns! not Ten 


Pawnbroker's.Care, — 
Charges 3: and bad che meah, ur any- — 


Cent. the fame had Been found itieffectualy becauſe 
there is no Spec of Coin between a Farthingg and an 


HFalfpenny to negotiate ſmall Loans upon Pledges with? 
So that ĩt is eaſy to conceive that there is no fixing the 


Rate of [malt Loans upon Pledges at any lower Rate 
than eo per Cents for the Fear; and that the Ho. 


nourable Houſe: of Commons, from —— | 
the ſaid Bill; had no Deſign to allow Pawnbrokers 
to demand and take, upon all Pledꝑes whatſoever, 


after the Rate of 20 per Cent. for the Yeat; and yet 
ſuch Premiums muſt be paid by the Borrower, be- 


cauſe there is no Money in Tale: 3 
the only middie Way th that: remains, is, ſince no Parr 
of the [aid Rate of 20 per Cent. can be ſaved to the 


neceſſitous Poor, to take a fraſodnable Part cbertof 


back from the gene _ en * . W 
e gr 72 ft e 


4. Becauſe hes BE kid Bill; t dre 1nd more aha 


three Pence per Pound per Month, or 13 per Cent. 
n which the Loan is. 


becauſe, by dividing and parcelling great Pledges, 


and by yen Sas into ſmall Loans not ex- 


* The: Such! of nn the {aid Race 


of 


1 


1 go; „ = 

« A8 ad. 5 per Cent. will always he liable to be 
—— — ſaid higheſt Rate of 20 per Cent. it is 

re fore neceſſary to amend the ſaid Bill, and but 
reaſonahle for the Legiſlature to fix the Price of every 

Loan not exceeding Half a Crown; and not exceed- 

ing Five Shilling: One Penny a Month, and every 

| = of Twenty ity Shillings at Four Pence a Month, 
| and na more; and ſo in that Proportion for every 
Bale age auen ene er e _ Sam: n Ten | 


n. 1451 


mo" 1 


26h Rea Reduconiof. eee N 


Tear, would be a great Relief to the honeſt and in- 
duſtrious Poor, who (as the Buſineſs. js now nego- | 
2 n N ito. my Premios an 30 to 5 
| 6. Deca 20 mh. xy oo enced ends — 5 
3 | taken. and kept, and they reſpectively be made. 
1 — - certain regulating Sum, and for a 
1 — — of their Monthly or Annual Rate, 
ual 


| Check can be fixed for obliging 
Hy — to conform to any certain Rate or 
Premio to be eſtabliſn'd by Parliament; And, 
i | : Becauſe there is contrived a conciſe, plain, "ſafe, 
; ao eaſy Way of ordering and accounting, without 
| laconvenience to the Pledger or Pawnbroker, ſo as, 
' with the Sanction of Parliament to render the Trade 
or Buſineſs of Pawabroking more ſafe and honour- 
ble to thoſe that follow it, and more uſeful and be- 
naefjcial to the Public; and becauſe there is no reducing 
4 the Charge of Borrowing ſmall Sums upon Pled un 
4 any lower than after the Rate of 20 per Cent. fo 5 
* the Year, ſhould a fifth Part of the ſaid Rate — 1 
4 out of the 20) be made the regulating * 


- % 


ing ſmall Sums upon Pledges at 20 per Cent. for a «1 


09 4 5 
rennbbing four ffchs (or 16 per Cent per Ann,) would, 
be a ſufficient Profit Tor the Pawnbroker. ra EEK 


*% Becauſe by the ald Bill, there i is aſſigned W bo. | 


ſonable Times for redeeming or renewing the pre- 

ſent Stock of Pledges ; and for all ſuch Pledges as 

| ſhall be made after the Commencement of the AQ, | 
the Time allowed for redeeming and renewing the 

ſame is a whole Tear; and in Caſe the Pledge be 

fold, for Want of timely Redemption, the. Bor- 

Tower is to have the Surplus, if any be. 

— . Becauſe i it has been FEET by 8 | 

themſelves, that within the Cities of London and 
WW:ſtminſter there are 250 Pawnbroker's Houſes, of 

ſuch Note and Conſideration, as that, on an Aver- 


age, the annual Loan of each Houſe may amount 


unto 20000. and that the whole Loans of ſuch. 
Houſes may amount unto goo, ooo l. a Lear; be- 
ſides a great Number of Pawnbrokers Shops and 
Houſes of leſs Note, who may be ſuppos'd to lend 
out about 150,000 l. a Year more. It is computed, 
that, upon theſe Sums alone, the Poor and Neceſſi- 
tous will, by this propoſed Regulation, ſave in 
Charges now taken ene 65,000/. a Lear; 
and the fifth Part of the 20 per Cent. which is here- 
by pro s'd to be anſwered and paid as the Parlia- 
ment ſhall think fit, will amount unto about 26, 000. 


a Year; as appears by che folloning Compurtion, > 
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Teint but EN upon Pawns by Pawns 

brokers, the Sum of js 636,600 : 

"Gained by themannually, upon the — . 
"Foot of Pawnbroking g, at 30 per Cent. 1195 95 2000 

Neid by them arnually, upon the new | 
"Foot of 20 per Cent. } 130,000 

Sav*'d to the Poor and Neceflicous AGES oy 6 | 
the Difference from 30 to 20 per Cent. Y 5,000 

Anſwered and paid annually, as the Par-) 
lament ſhall fee fir, one fifth Part of, 
the 20 per Cent. per Anm. ſo receiv'd 
upon the new Foot, as above P — 

| Reinains 16 per Cent. per Ann. Profit to 

the Pawnbroker | . — rc : o 


* 
60 


Nate the i ation ED] have a plain 
404 Feilible Tendency to prevent the receiving of ſtolen 
Goods, and *tis not only deſigned to caſe and. relieve 
the Neceſſities of many thouſands of poor and in- 


-  Cuſtrious People in and about theſe great Cities, but 


to be of great Nu to the Public; and, 


Becauſe unleſs ſuch a ie e Sens 
ſalutary Regulat on, as this, ſhould take Place, 


there would be no preventing divers Perſons of ill 


Fame and Repute, under the Denomination of 
Pawnbrokers, from taking after the uſual edc 
Rates of 30 to 60 fer Cent. ger Ann. 


And now, Sir, having given the foregoing Rea- h 
"ties for regulating and reſtraining the Trade of Pawn- 
* broking, and for reducing and fixing the Pawn- 
_ brokers annual Rate of 601 to 20 per Cent. ſubject to 


+ a Deduttion of one fifth Part thereof, I ſhall now 


proceed to anſwer the great and only Objection that 


was made Fo 1 it in the Year 1745. 


6 | 1 „„ 1 


The Objection made, was, that if any thing is to 
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be taken from the Pawnbrokers- out of the 20 per — |} 


Cent. the Poor ought to have the Benefit of it; which * 
at that Time was a very ſpecious one, and now in 
Caſe the Benefit of it ſhould be given to anſwer the 
Reſolutions in the Votes of the HonourableHouſe of 
Commons on the 23d of April 1745, it will be fully 
_ anſwered but that without the Bill propoſed, it 
not reduceable'to Practice, as will appear by the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations, The Trade or Buſineſs 
of Pawabroking being under no Reſtraint or Regula- - 
tion, Pawnbrokers of the greateſt Note take from 
the moſt induſtrious and neceſſitous Poor, one Penny 
a Month for the Loan of Half a Crown, which is 40 


per Cent. per Ann. Others of leſs Note extort higher 2 7 


Premios. But by the Methods to be preſcribed, 
no Pawnbroker can poſſibly take more than a Halt- 
penny 2 Month for the Loan of Half a Crown, 
which reduces the Rate to 20 per Cent. for the Year; 
and which, upon Examination, will appear to be 
the eaſieſt and loweſt. Rate poſſibly to be fixed in this 
Trade. It is moſt certain, that upon any Regulation 
to be propoſed, our Coin will admit of but two 

practicable Rates in the Pawnbrokers Trade, the 


one is at a Farthing a Month for the Loan of Half 


a Crown, or 10 per Cent. for the Year; which, upon 


Examination, about Six Years ago before the Ho- — 
nourable Houſe of Commons, was made appear not 


to be an adequate Compenſation for the Pawn- 
brokers Time, Skill, Labour, Warehouſe Room, 
Servants Wages, and other incidental Charges; and 
the other is at a Halfpenny a Month for the Loan 
of Half a Crown, or 20 per Cent. for the Year, as 
above; for as there is no intermediate Species of 
Coin between a Farthing and an Halfpenny, there 
is no fixing any certain Price for the Pawnbrokes to 
take, between that of 10 and 20 per Cent. ſo as to 


give 


* \ 


* 
5 0 


1 


55 0 94 5 
Site the att Poorany Benefit or: Advaritage 
whatever from the ſaid 20 per Cent. nor is it poſſible 
to ſave any Part of the ſame for the Benefit of the 
Poor; even ſhould: the Government think fit not to 
- deduct any Thing out of it: So it is eaſy to conceive 
* ſuch a parliamentary Deduction as this, would be 
only taking from the Pawnbroker what the Poor 
could never reap any Benefit from; beſides, the Me- 


thods to be preſcribed for taking a fifth of the 20 


per Cent. happens to be the only neceſſary Check in 
the Pawnbrekers Trade, which can poſſibly give any 
Help or Relief to the Neceffities of Thouſands of 
honeſt and induſtrious poor People; and which, at 
the ſame Time, will leave a reaſonable: and fixed 
Profit of 16 per Cent. per Am,” with the Pawn- 
broker. To which may be added, that the Poor 
will be much more benefited by paying the Half- 
penny a Month, or a0 per Cent. per Hun. (under the 
Checks to be Preſcribed ) than if, by an Act, the 
Rate in this Trade ſhould only be reſtrained o 16 
per Cent. per Ann, without any Check at all to en- 
force a rcaſonable and punctual Compliance from the 
Pawnbrober. And to explam this Matter ſtill more 
«fully, the following Table of meh and- en bs 
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Ptemiqʒ at. Io er. Cenl. per A un. which are too little, „ 


Premics at 20. fer Cont. fer. Anm. which are the 5 
loweſt chat, will be taken under any Regulation, and 
Premios at 30, 46, 50, and 60 Per « Cent. per Ann. 


which are now taken by Pawnbrokers, for want of 
their being properly regulated? fo all which it 
may BE conceived; that the Trade bf. -Pawnbroking | 


Prop erly” regulated Aafd &hecked in the Methods to 
Wed, will be of Eaſe and- Relief to many 
Thouſands of induſtrious poor People; that it will 
bo uſeful-to great-Numbers-of Toy Traders, who in 
Caſes of Sickneſs. or other Accidents, may want to 
ſupport their Credit; chat it willeffectually reduce the 
arbitrary Premiums of G0, '$0,-40, and 30 per Cent, 
Per Ann. now extorted by Paxnbrokers to 20 per 
Cent. per Ann. that it will be the Means to detect 
Thieves arid Robbers in the Diſpoſal of ſtolen oods; 5 
Aud that it will be of general Benefit to the Public. EY 
L . B. "The amended Bills dive andthe Checks | 
are ready prepared. SEE 
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